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1L Summary

The kind of landscape a seowon was established in depended on the conditions the
principal sponsors and initiators of seowon construction wanted for their seowon site.
As seowon were places to cultivate oneself in seclusion, Neo-Confucian scholars
avoided constructing seowon in proximity to other non-Confucian buildings. A
seowon’s location must be suitable for cultivating oneself in seclusion. The site should
be far from the noise and bustle of secular life, but not placed too deep in high

mountains and deep valleys. It must have farmland and a river nearby.

For those reasons, seowon were located in secluded areas away from busy cities
and in areas of beautiful scenery where mountains and rivers were in harmony.
Neo-Confucian scholars deemed such places appropriate for reading books and
cultivating oneself in seclusion. It was even better if the site had a mountain behind it,
ariver in front of it and ansan, scenic mountains in the distant foreground. Ansan were
the mountains students saw and pondered every day while at the seowon. The view in

front of the seowon must conform to the ideal Confucian landscape.

One other condition of serious consideration was that a prospective seowon site must
have a tie or connection to a past sage, usually a place where the sage was born,
grew up, nurtured students after retirement, served as a government official, was

exiled to, or was buried; any place with a connection to him or his achievements.



0 7H.9|. Summary

12 Summary

]

Sosu Seowon

AR

Dosan Seowon

Eoiu 77 W AR

Donam Seowon & y Pm
S

i  Gvean Seomon

Museong Seowon n

=]

Piram Seowon
=SME

Dodong Seowon
EHAME
Namgye Seowon

25M2 Sosu Seowon
BURE BT LY AU2 2740
2740 Sobaeng—no, Sunheung—myeon, Yeongju—si, North Gyeongsang Province

[N 36°5521”, E 128°34'56" ]

E7AIME Namgye Seowon
BodE T U HAMAZ 8-11
8—11 Namgyeseowon—gil, Sudong—myeon, Hamyang—gun, South Gyeongsang Province

[ N 35°32'54.57”, E 127°46'59.91" ]

248 Oksan Seowon

BEEE EFA| ALE MM 216-27

216—27 Oksanseowon—gil, Angang—eup, Gyeongju—si, North Gyeongsang Province
[ N 36°0742.44”, E 129°9'47.46" ]

E=4EM# Dosan Seowon
BEEE QHEA| EA =AM B 154
154 Dosanseowon—gil, Dosan—myeon, Andong—si, North Gyeongsang Province

[N 36°45'35”, E 128°45'18" ]

ZIotA# Piram Seowon
TEfE AT HEH TANYZ 184

184 Piramseowon—no, Hwangnyong—myeon, Jangseong—gun, South Jeolla Province

[N 385°18738.51", E 126°456.24" ]

=SM¥ Dodong Seowon
A e 7XH FX M2 726
726 Gujiseo—ro, Guji—myeon, Dalseong—gun, Daegu Metropolitan City

[N 36°06'25”, E 128°33'10" ]

HAE Byeongsan Seowon
BEEE ISA| ST HM 386
386 Byeongsan—gil, Pungcheon—myeon, Andong—si, North Gyeongsang Province

[N 36°32'38”, E 129°11728" ]

2MM8 Museong Seowon
TEtEE YEA ZEH AE1E 34
34 Wonchon—1—gil, Chilbo—myeon, Jeongeup—si, North Jeolla Province

[N 35°6016”, E 126°98'37" ]

=2M# Donam Seowon
SHEE =LA A 2432 26-1
26—1 Im—3—gil, Yeonsan—myeon, Nonsan—si, South Chungcheong Province

[N 86°1231.53"”, E 127°10'51.15" ]




AME Sosu Seowon HAIME Namgye Seowon 222 Oksan Seowon

[ =zha) ] o

EMME Dosan Seowon ok

HAIAE! Byeongsan Seowon = EAMH

L Summary 6



07 H.?n. Summary

(2) 971 M3 /it

1 A%

Sosu Seowon

i Summary

A
1253450

12835 10°E,

128510
1

T

12873520

36552

365N
1

36°ss20N

365530

36SS10N

1283520

KEYMAP

12893500




0 7 summary

(2) 97i MH |47

2 HAME
Namgye Seowon

1L Summary

al
=

T T
1raewE

nranios
S

HAMY

1274630

KEYMAP




0 7H.9|. Summary

(2) 97i M3 |47 | ST

EYYRES EYYRES

3 SMAMH
Oksan Seowon

T T T
12774650 12774700 1278710 12778720

T T T
12774620 127630, 127%640°E.

)/
1279720

s
1 1 1 | I 1
gl KEYMAP
[ suse [ suee
[ ez A [ wer A
F——— A * [ T0 e *
L — o 3l et stelol 9’ B L mRel ok sl U AR ,
o 100 200 500m 4 0 100 200 500m )

1L Summary




0 7H.9|. Summary

(2) 97H M2 SAT

4 TAAME
Dosan Seowon

12 Summary

12855040°E.

128°SUS0E
1/,

AR/

| | 1 1

KEYMAP

MY

128°5000E

128°5020°

128°5020E

12855040

128°5100°E

128S1I0E

1285110
|

KEYMAP




0 7H.9|. Summary

(2) 97i M3 |47 | ST

5 Tk

Piram Seowon s s nessors wsusios - v farshre

ISUEON
I

35°1820N
|

= — -
% &
‘,
|
/,,/,; N
126°4440°E 126%4'S0E 126°4500"8 7 126%48'10°E - 126°4520"E 126°45"%°E 126°45'40E
I I | \ | 1 | |
el KEYMAP el KEYMAP
N N
— T —
— * — *
0 100 200 500m b 0 100 200 500m

I Summary




0 7H.9|. Summary

(2) 97l M¥ SATS U o]

V!
6 ESAMY
T T T T T T T
Dodong Seowon | g e e

g 7 f =
P 2 /
(&
|
£ g
A /NN ozt o (4B, WG
1 1 | 1 1 L 1
el KEYMAP el KEYMAP

2 Summary




0 7H.|°.|. Summary

(2) 97i M3 |47 | ST

ERRE AN
7 BLMH

Byeongsan Seowon

T T T T T T T T T [ [

128°3240°E 1283250°E 128°3300°E 12833108 128°3320°E 128°3330°E 128°3340°E 128°3350°E 128°3400°E 2 2 E 2 1283310°8 2 26733308 12833408 12834008

= \V Y/

£)\ £
PSS 1§
b~

|
ey g
Ig{ ¢
W

U

\\\

)

z! z
L oal 72
g g

T
363220N

363220N
1

4 ¢
o =

8 3

z z
I s |

g £
FS= § |

83aE DwazsE 1#0E 12i0E 123E 12830E e 1283sE 13s0E 1s3300tE 1263310
| 1 1 1 1 | 1 | 1 | |
EE] KEYMAP EL] KEYMAP

— @
— * +*

T AR

L — — — - 3R] QAL StElet ¥ E BAITY

0 100 200 500m




0 7 summary

(2) 97i M3 |47 | ST

24Mg 24N
8 2AA

Museong Seowon

12690

126°5700°E

1 1 1 1

1L Summary



0 7 summary

(2) 97i M3 |47 | ST

EMY EMY
9 EUMH

Donam Seowon

T T T T T T T [} I [

1271050 1271100 1271110

T T T
361220N 361230N 361240N 31250N 310N

361210N

T
361210N

| 1 L 1 1 | L |
el KEYMAP EE) KEYMAP
N L & N £
— & — 4
[— —
0 100 200 500m 0 100 200 500m

1L Summary




0 7R summary

(3) MAIRLH

o

3| SMEZE

SANEAHE : 43 COM 8B.21
A, Bl Aol Zgo1R (AR

PR ERTEEEY

1. 4 WHC/19/43.COM/8B ¢} WHC/19/43.COM/INF.8B1 & ZHES}o,

2. alze] A4, BFe) Hels 28I\ BE AEiD 2AN AAFAE
Sofl Az

)

i<
_?L

|
O
Ny
o,
B
e,
|o
fu
-
o
i,
rO
EhS
Ed
r_|>L
o
i)
o
s
e
i
o,
o
AC)
)
o
rO
2 <]
au
Mo

re
o
o>
rlo
)
]
o
of¥
e
o,
o
ez
2
o
>
18
=2
i
2
do
A
ro‘
Y
i~
By
s
v
X
R
o
o

ek A4l A7 Ak AG wieh f4e Aol WAdE A el
1z

o Al g& A4l AETH ARSe] o

1L Summary

Decision : 43 COM 8B.21

Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies (Republic of Korea)

The World Heritage Committee,
1. Having examined Documents WHC/19/43.COM/8B and WHC/19/43.COM/INF.8B1,

2. Inscribes the Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies, Republic of Korea, on
the World Heritage List on the basis of criterion (jii);

3. Adopts the following Statement of Outstanding Universal Value:

Brief synthesis

The Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies is a serial property which comprises
nine seowon representing a type of Neo-Confucian academy of the Joseon Dynasty
(from the mid-16th to mid-17th centuries CE). It is an exceptional testimony to cultural
traditions associated with Neo-Confucianism in Korea.

The components are Sosu-seowon, Namgye-seowon, Oksan-seowon, Dosan-seowon,
Piram-seowon, Dodong-seowon, Byeongsan-seowon, Museong-seowon and Donam-
seowon, and these are located across the central and southern parts of the Republic
of Korea.

The property exhibits an outstanding testimony to thriving Neo-Confucian academies
that promoted learning of Neo-Confucianism, which was introduced from China and
became fundamental to every aspect of Korea.

The local literati at seowon created educational system and tangible structures
conducive to fully commit themselves to learning. Learning, veneration and interaction
were the essential functions of the seowon which are closely reflected in their
design. The seowon were led by sarim or the class of local intellectuals. The seowon
developed and flourished as centres for the interests of the sarim.
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1L Summary

The primary factor in siting the seowon was the association with venerated scholars.
The second factor was the landscape, and seowon are located near mountains and
water as part of appreciating nature and cultivating the mind and body. Pavilion style
buildings in the seowon facilitated connections to the landscape.

The scholars studied Neo-Confucian classics and literary works and endeavoured
in understanding the universe and becoming ideal person. They venerated late
contemporary Neo-Confucian figures, and formed strong academic lineage
spearheaded by venerated scholars. Furthermore, local literati made significant
contribution to disseminating principles of Neo-Confucianism through various social
and political activities based on the property.

Criterion (jii)

The Seowon, Korean Neo-Confucian Academies are exceptional testimony to cultural
traditions associated with Neo-Confucianism in Korea, in the form of educational and
social practices, many of which continue. The seowon illustrate an historical process
in which Neo-Confucianism from China was tailored to Korean local conditions
resulting in academies which are exceptional testimony of this transformative and
localising process in terms of function, planning and architecture.

Integrity

The property retains all attributes that reflect the Outstanding Universal Value of the
property. These are the buildings and constructions constituting the seowon, ancillary
buildings, entrance gate, dismounting stele, commemorative stele, immediate
environments including hills, streams, roads, plantings and visual catchments. The
attributes of the property are generally in excellent condition.

The major pressures on the property, development, insect damage, fire, earthquakes
and visitors, are being adequately managed. However, they should continue to be
monitored.
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AAA Authenticity

gl A9e AR §AL =3 FeEe) Al Auel BAL AR The property meets the requirements of authenticity. The form and design, and
materials and substance are basically intact. The use and function of the seowon,
and their traditions, are largely as they were through history, although noting that the
ol dae A 245 wlo] gk v E F 3] A o] Axo A A & educational role has been largely diminished. The location and setting of the seowon
have been generally retained, although it is noted that two components have been
relocated in the historical past. The intangible heritage, and the spirit and feeling of

T Akt Asle] A F =g AubAd e v A A E AL gl the seowon have been generally retained.
B33 oA Management and protection requirements
fae] B3 |AAow FafR il A, 1 dho] Ao ujaldl The primary protection of the property is provided by the Cultural Heritage Protection
. o . , ) . R . Act, with additional protection offered by other heritage laws enacted by the Cultural
3 == A= L= 7. &
oBF Al el wheb 4Rl Eop ol poAlet. wabA Sl el 2 Heritage Administration of Korea. These other laws are the Act on Cultural Heritage
5, TR 1E 2D A To B HE So] oo e EHE I A Maintenance, Etc. and the Act on the Safeguarding and Promotion of Intangible
Cultural Heritage. The laws are supported by Presidential decrees and ministerial
HHE o] & A} s 9 PP y
oo wrx J I3 g . . .
oM AL 255 A A E S A (AFA) o] The nine components are all state-designated heritage.
ofeldh WA A= A e AQF A Aes AAIRE b gl These legal instruments play a major role in ensuring the systematic conservation of
Ape] A AR BE Fog Qe s 9t the property in terms of carrying out repairs and safeguarding venerations.
7b Al wal BEA N e o] w2 SN e 93 x| el o5 x| The relevant provinces have also prepared heritage protection ordinances based
on the Cultural Heritage Protection Act. These ordinances also offer a basis for the
5 [e] o) = 5 % b e} = = 3§ . . . . .
wE Ak SERtelE Sd Al AR v T 2E A establishment and operation of an organisation for the integrated management of the
A A9ed A998, 4D 2 whgl A (A A gk A) 7 Bel A property.
AL A2 gt TaAw sy sel AR AE o] g g4ae 3 The management system comprises the Seowon Foundation, seowon steering
] . § ] , committees, and central and local (provincial and municipal) governments. The
=] o] 1 [e) Sk 3 = H . . .
slates sol gl Aol frabel gt s A Aeet A A Cultural Heritage Protection Act requires the property to be managed by the relevant
o] 2 Aol A e dhoksle] A998 s 7 o3 We) 2 i) local government or seowon community. The Seowon Foundation is in charge of

1L Summary
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1L Summary

integrated management of the property. The components are managed on a daily
basis by government and seowon personnel, with the seowon steering committee
responsible for operations and management.

The central government Cultural Heritage Administration provides support and
supervision. Local governments also provide support to the Foundation. Conservation
expertise is available from the Cultural Heritage Administration as well as the relevant
local governments.

Each seowon has a comprehensive maintenance plan which is equivalent to
a management plan. In addition, there are a range of key conservation and
management manuals and guidelines. An integrated management document is being
developed.

Some risk preparedness exists, and additional planning and systems are being
developed. Current visitor management arrangements are satisfactory although a
better integrated presentation of the nine components as a single property is needed.

4. Recommends that the State Party give consideration to the following:

a) Completing the development of an overarching management document for the
seowon Academies,
b) Further developing an integrated presentation of the nine components as a single

property.
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