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Opening Jpeech

Director, Association for Inscribing Korea’s Seowon on World Heritage List

Lee, Bae-Yong

Good morning, ladies and gentlemen!

| am Lee, Bae-Yong, Director of the Association for Inscribing Korea's Seowon on World Heritage.

During this beautiful month of October, reaching the peak of the autumn season, | am very
pleased that the Association for Inscribing Korea's Seowon on World Heritage is holding such a
meaningful international event titled the ‘International Symposium on Traditional Educational

Institute and Its Value as Cultural Heritage' here in Korea.

My special thanks goes to Rha Sun-Hwa, Administrator of the Cultural Heritage Administration
of Korea for giving her full material and emotional support to prepare for the opening of this event.
| express our thanks to Korea Seowon Association President, UH, YAK for their presence here
today even amidst his busy schedule. I'd like to also express my deepest gratitude to Prof. Thomas
Coomans of Leuven University of Belgium, Prof. Emeritus Tsujimoto Masashi of National Taipei
University, Prof. K.T.S. Sarao, Delhi University of India, Prof. Andreas Mueller-Lee of Freie
Universitat of Berlin, and Deputy Head Pham Khanh Ngan representing Department of Cultural
Heritage, Vietnam for joining this symposium, despite busy schedules with your deep interest in
Korea's Seowon. I'd like to thank all the speakers and panelists, including Prof. Kim Kwang-Ok,
Prof. Lee Sang-Hae, Prof. Lee Hee-Soo, Prof. Pankaj Mohan, Prof. Kim Duk-Hyun, Prof. Lee Hae
Jun, Prof. Chung Soon Woo, Prof. Lee Wang Kee, Prof. Lee Soo-hwan as well as the Cultural
Heritage Administration of Korea and officials from 14 local governments, and the administrators

of nine Seowon for your full support for this symposium.

Korea's Seowon are worthy representatives of Korea's cultural heritage that reflects precious
spiritual values like ‘balance between nature and humankind,” ‘communication and harmony,” and

‘sharing and consideration’ and educational ideologies.



To enhance national status of Korea through the promotion of cultural and educational values of
Seowon, the Association for Inscribing Korea's Seowon on World Heritage and the Cultural Heritage
Administration of Korea have been working for the inscription of Korea's Seowon on UNESCO World
Heritage List together with related parties including local governments.

Currently, Korea's Seowon designated as historic sites by the Cultural Heritage Administration of
Korea are on the tentative list of UNESCO World Cultural Heritage, and ever since its establishment
in April, 2014, the Association for Inscribing Korea's Seowon on World Heritage has been actively
working to include Korea's Seowon on the World Cultural Heritage List. Our association firmly
believes that Korea's Seowon will be inscribed on the World Heritage List when the registration of
nomination is summited to UNESCO in January, 2015 backed by all the support we have received

from you.

As a part of the efforts, today's symposium has been organized to explore the value of Korea's
Seowon as World Heritage through the comparison with other traditional education institutes and to
discuss measures for conservation and its future use in presence with prominent experts and

scholars from home and abroad.

It gives us particular pride to share Korea's educational and cultural heritage with the world

thanks to the dedication and hard work of all participating experts and organizations.

| hope that meaningful discussions we make today will be an important breakthrough for the
inscription of Korea's Seowon on the UNESCO World Heritage List and | sincerely ask that all of the
participants will share your precious and insightful ideas. Once again, I'd like to thank all of you for

participating in this symposium.

Thank you.
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Congratulatory Speech

President, Korea Seowon Association

UH, YAK

On behalf of Seowon in Korea, I'd like to offer my congratulations on the opening of this
international symposium titled the ‘International Symposium on Traditional Educational Institute

and Its Value as Cultural Heritage.’

It seems just yesterday that the Presidential Council on Nation Branding, the Cultural Heritage
Administration of Korea, local governments and the Korea Seowon Association established the
Association for Inscribing Korea's Seowon on World Heritage together, and started carrying out
plans for the inscription of Korea's Seowon on the UNESCO World Heritage List. Time has flied so

fast and now we are in the run up to the submission of registration of nominations in January of 2015.

I'd like to thank Chairman Lee Bae-Yong of the Association for Inscribing Korea's Seowon on
World Heritage, Administrator Rha Sun-Hwa of the Cultural Heritage Administration of Korea,
heads of 14 local governments and related officials, the Korea Seowon Association and
administrators of nine Seowon in Korea for their dedication and hard work.

In particular, I'd like to express my deepest gratitude to the speakers and panelists from home
and abroad for insightful presentations and discussions that will be shared during today’'s

symposium.

Korea's Seowon are part of the precious spiritual and cultural heritages of Korea that have
persevered throughout its 5,000 year-long history. Seowon in the Joseon Dynasty was the
foundation to sustain the vitality of the nation, and its spirit and culture has been inherited
and become the foundation of educational enthusiasm and diligence, which are the basis for

national growth.



Korea's Seowon embody the spirit of the times, such as ‘peace and life," ‘communication and
harmony,” and ‘sharing and consideration.’ | believe that the inscription of Korea's Seowon on the
UNESCO World Heritage List will be a good opportunity to promote its integral values to the world

and to hand it down to our future generations.

The efforts we are making is an important not only for the nine nominated Seowon but also for all
the Seowon in Korea and The Korea Seowon Association will do its best uniting strong wills of

Seowon across the nation.

| sincerely hope that this international symposium will be a rewarding time to achieve its intended
goals by ‘confirming educational values of Seowon through the comparison with overseas cases’
and by ‘further promoting Korean Seawon to the world'".

Once again, I'd like to express my thanks to the participating experts from home and abroad for
taking on the important roles as speakers and panelists in this symposium and | hope that this

dedicated academic event will be a great help in achieving our goal together.

| wish that the inscription of Korea's Seowon on the UNESCO World Heritage List will be

successfully completed based on today’s fruitful discussion.

Thank you.
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Conference Program

Moderator : Park, Dong Jun Professor, Academy of Korean Studies

Opening Speech Lee, Bae-Yong Director, Association for Inscribing Korea’ s Seowon on World Heritage List

Keynote Speech
The Value of Traditional Education Institutes as a Cultural Heritage:
On Collegium and Confucian Academy

Theme 1
From Monastic Schools to Universities : Educational Heritage in Medieval Europe

Theme 2
The Creation and Role of the Traditional Education Institute, Madrasah

Theme 3
Early Modern Education in Japan and Cultural Heritage

Theme 4
PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION OF CONFUCIANISM IN VIETNAM

Theme 5
Educational Heritage of Indian with Special Reference to Buddhism

Theme 6
The Value of Korean Seowon as World Heritage

Moderator

Lee Hae Jun  Professor, Gongju University
Discussants

Andreas Mueller-Lee Researcher

Kim Duk hyun  Professor, Gyeongsang Natl. University
Chung Soon Woo  Professor, Academy of Korean Studies
Lee Soo Hwan Professor, YeungNam University
Pankaj Mohan Professor, Academy of Korean Studies
Lee Wang Kee Professor, Mokwon University
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TheVdueadf Traditiond Education Inditutes
asaCultura Heritage:
On Collegium and Confucian Academy

Kim, Kwang Ok
Emeritus Professor, Seoul National University, Korea

The reason we contemplate our Traditional Education Ingtitute isthat it is not merely athing of
the past. It encompasses the great period of cultural heritage in human civilization that deserves
to be studied and acclaimed today as a subject of significance. This cultura heritage includes not
only material advances, but also significant intellectual and metaphysica developments. The
most crucia“vaue as culturd heritage” that can be depicted from degp contemplation about our
Traditional Education Ingtitute could be described in the term “old future’. In other words, the
Traditional Education Institute, which we differentiate from that of the present, could be
characterized as an amalgamation of human fellowship, the holiness of knowledge and the act of
searching for knowledge. People grew as they learned the ways of humanity within the walls of
thisingtitution.

In reference to the educational community, which is composed of teachers and disciples
living together on campus, the word college, used in the western world, derives from the Latin
term collegium which in fact means church. Also, college is composed mainly of four eements:
dormitory, church, library and dining hall. Many colleges adso add a gymnasium for physica
training and wellness purposes. There is a specia significance in that collegium, or college,
which places particular importance on the dormitory and dining infrastructures. This particular
infrastructure signifies the cohesion teachers and students share as one unit. This embodies the
systematic processin which students are trained to devel op persona maturity, ethics, morals and
social skills necessary for human bonding in the wider world. In a school with such living
arrangements, great care is often invested in ensuring that the students not only absorb
knowledge, but also develop their own humanity. They learn how to communicate and behave
properly, as well as how to exhibit courtesy, good character, manners and etiquette. These are all
very important subjects.

At monasteries in the West (the origina collegiate ingtitution), Arabs, Indians, Jews, and
Tibetans al worked to construct religious education institutes meant to serve and attend God. In



other words, the traditiona education ingtitute derives from church, or temple. In comparison,
Kored's Confucian academy is an ingtitution for Confucian culture. Confucianism is a system of
education where the participants learn the Way, not through God'’s revelation, but through
seeking morality from within their own rationality or essential nature. In other words, the
purpose of knowledge is not to interpret God's Words or to offer their services, but to learn and
develop the philosophy of being a human dedicated toward humans and guided by humans.
Today, we are placing special importance again on the Traditiona Education Ingtitute of ancient
or medieva times, because it provided a venue and process where the act of pursuing the Way of
humanity was combined to form one system with the process of creating and perpetuating
knowledge.
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TheVdueadf Traditiond Education Inditutes
asaCultura Heritage:
On Collegium and Confucian Academy

Kim, Kwang Ok
Emeritus Professor, Seoul National University, Korea

1. Traditional Education as a Cultural Mechanism for ‘Being a Human’

The reason for the renewed attention toward educationa institutes from ancient times can be
construed as an intellectual pilgrimage. This pilgrimage conveys a reaction to our
disappointment toward today’s so-caled modern educationa ingtitutes in which something is
clearly missng. When we are disgppointed about the present and evauate it in a negative way,
we often develop a romantic view that the past is pure, beautiful and of great value, and
eventudly fal into a nostalgic longing for the past. However, the reason we contemplate our
traditional education ingtitutesisthat it is not merely athing of the past. It encompasses the great
period of cultura heritage in human civilization that deserves to be studied and acclaimed today
as asubject of significance. This culturd heritage includes not only materia advances, but aso
significant intellectua and metaphysica developments. To know something is not limited to
obtaining knowledge and skill. The definition of knowing something includes the value,
meaning and emotiona asset, as well as the ability to find them. One's training on how to gain
knowledge includes the process of being a human, and aso of learning the Way of Human
Beings. Modern education is gradualy losing the vaue placed on pursuing, sharing and passing
on the sanctity of knowing about and devating humanity.

Here, however, we are led to ask which era the word tradition refers to when we spesk of
traditiona education ingditutes. Each region on earth holds its own historical era when conveying
itsown “tradition.” Just as we use the term “ Ancient Greece” when we talk about Greek tradition,
the word tradition in Korea refers vaguely to the key features of the five-century Joseon Dynasty.
The time period before modernization of society is also often described as the traditional era, but,
subject to change in accordance with context, its standards are often skewed, obscure and
inaccurate. Here, we will use the word to refer to the institutional mechanism of the past in
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comparison to the modern public education system that came to existence during the 20th century.

Cultural mechanism that produces and passes on knowledge exists everywhere on earth.
Storytelling was actually the original form of instruction at the time letters and paper were not
yet invented. During those times, stories conveyed knowledge and truth about the world to the
listeners. Bards such as Germany’s Minnesinger, Idam’s Hoja, Centra Asa’'s Akon and Menes,
a verba literary expert, were al sages who told stories. The invention of |etters and paper
alowed more systematic and continuous expansion of knowledge to more distant regions. Paper
and letters eliminated the need for the speaker and the listener to sit facing each other for
knowledge to be passed on. From the perspective of the history of civilizations, the expansion of
Isdam would have been inhibited had the Tang armies led by Gao Xianzhi not been defeated in
the Battle of Taas (751) throughout Central Asa. The Tang prisoners of war transferred paper
manufacturing skills, which led to the quick and widespread expansion of Idam.

However, the ever crucia historical development lies in the systematic mechanism for
education being established. In order to systematize, research and produce knowledge, experts
have to gather at a certain place, invest ample amounts of time and raise the next generation of
scholars. This type of project needs to be specialized so that knowledge can overcome the
restraint of time and be transferred from a generation to the next. Such a systematized education
mechanism launched with religious purposes.

The mogt crucia “vaue as culturd heritage” that can be depicted from degp contemplation
about our traditional education ingtitutes could be described in the term “old future.” In other
words, the traditiona education ingtitute, which we differentiate from that of the present, could
be characterized as an amagamation of human fellowship, the holiness of knowledge and the
act of searching for knowledge. People grew as they learned the ways of humanity within the
walls of this ingtitution. We can say that, therefore, the value as a process and means of being a
human held more significance than the mere production and attainment of knowledge.

2. The West'’s Collegium, or College

Italy’s Univergity of Bologna (1088), England's University of Oxford (1096), the University of
Paris (1200) and the University of Cambridge (1209) were some of the ingtitutes for higher
education that have been in existence since the Medieva times. In reference to the educational
community, which is composed of teachers and disciples living together on campus, the word



college, used in the western world, derives from the Latin term collegium which in fact means
church. (Note: Collegium means a gathering or a community. It refersto a group of people with
a common cause who come together to form a community.) The Collegium started off as a
community of priests who serve God, and then served as a system where they could
continuously research and educate others on divine truths. One vital aspect here is that the
Collegium was a systematic mechanism that alowed teachers and students to live together in a
dormitory while practicing the aesthetic life. In other words, the word “ college’ derived from the
church, or monastery, but it developed into a unit of learning where people lived together. It is
trandated as Hagryo(£: ).

Thisiswhy colleges of universities such as Oxford and Cambridge that maintained the system
of collegium since the Medieval era till contain a church or chape within their campuses. In
other words, church is the origin, or the foundation of college. (Note: Europe in the 19th century
accepted Humboldt's revolutionary idea of college as a public education ingtitute. In England,
however, the Universties of Oxford and Cambridge were allowed to maintain their tradition by
the specia decree of Queen Victoria) College is composed mainly of four eements. dormitory,
church, library and dining hal. Here, a gymnasium for physical training is added. The College
isolated itsalf from the outside world by erecting high walls or designing the facility to resemble
acadle. Thiswasdonein order to differentiate itsalf from the secular world. This differentiation,
in other words, was a meansto divide the sacred world in which scholarly work is pursued from
the profane/mundane world.

There is a specid sgnificance in that collegium, or college, which places particular importance
on the dormitory and dining infrastructures. This particular infrastructure signifies the cohesion
professors and students share as one unit. This embodies the systematic process in which students
are trained to develop persond maturity, ethics, moras and socia skills necessary for human
bonding in the wider world. In aschool with such living arrangements, greeat care is often invested
in ensuring that the students not only absorb knowledge, but dso develop their own humanity.
They learn how to communicate and behave properly, as well as how to exhibit courtesy, good
character, manners and etiquette. These are dl very important subjects.

Knowledge was coupled with sanctity, and it was regarded as something holy and sacred.
Learning at the time meant studying the divine teachings of God, and it was, therefore, holy. As
aresult, learning became a specid privilege enjoyed by priests. Knowledge became something
holy when it was connected to God.
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The history which led to the birth of college shows how collegium, a place of researching and
transferring sacred knowledge, became today’s public institute of higher education.

At firgt, nobles who had secular power enjoyed the benefit of that sacred realm. The fact that
colleges, or academies as the origina form of collegium, were erected in large numbers during
the Renaissance (14C-16C) shows that it was an age of harmony or integration between which
was sacred and which was secular. [Note: Collegium Maius (where Copernicus studied) in
Krakow, Poland, which later became the University of Jagiello?ski, was built in 1364, and
Collegium Maius, which later became the University of Erfurt (where Martin Luther studied)
was built in 1392.] Even though they were still controlled by the absolute power of the church,
the establishment of the collegium was significant in that the intellectua industry witnessed the
transfer of the privilege of gaining knowledge from the religious realm to the secular realm.

However, college did not become a place controlled by secular power where noble elites
monopolized the privilege of learning. College not only moved to the position where relatively
more freedom was alowed from the absolute sanctity of theology, but was aso established as
specidized ingtitution for learning detached from secular political and economic power. Since
the time of Renaissance, the three realms, or powers, namely religion (God), secularism
(palitical and economic power), and academia, formed a Structure where knowledge of the West
was produced and perpetuated. “Scuola di Athene (1510-1511),” a murd painting that can be
found in the Vatican, was painted by Rafaello(1483-1520) who was commissioned by the Pope
Julius 11. The Pope wanted to decorate his office with the four topics of philosophy, theology,
poetic arts and jurisprudence, and Scuola di Athene represented philosophy. Philosophy is the
study of humanity, in other words, of rationaity as a logical means. And Rafaello drew on the
idea at the time when secular humanism was setting itself as the dominant world view. Through
his drawing which depicts philosophers, theologians, jurists and artists from Ancient Greece to
his own time were gathered at one single academy, we can see that he imagined a collegium that
was based on humanism.

The rise of humanism and commerce during the Renaissance not only gave birth to different
classes for citizens, but it also guided the movement in which people tried to popularize
knowledge and attempted to gpproach the intellectua industry. The Industrid Revolution and
the establishment of modern nations, especially during 18th century, led to the creation of
concepts such as people (of a nation) and citizenship, and it brought about a revolutionary
change in the educationa system, as well as the intellectua industry, which aimed toward
creating peoplée/citizen. Collegium went on to grow as today’s modern college. The world then



witnessed the rise of nationd, ingtitutional and public colleges, which were funded by kings and
churchesfor public education.

This, then, led to a new type of conflict between public and private education. Here we can
find the conflict between regulation-oriented public education, which aims to create citizens and
people, and autonomy-oriented private education. In England, arch-bishops and kings, or nobles,
joined forces to establish boarding schools and universities. It is interesting to note that, even
though kings funded the creation of these ingtitutes, they were private institutes rather than
public. The word Gongribhaggyo, which is trandated into English as public school, means a
place where a number of people leave their families to gather at public ingtitutions to live and
study together, in comparison to one individual studying with a private tutor in his own house.
Nationa colleges established by the state were witnessed much later after the emergence of the
modern nation.

The 20th century then witnessed even more pronounced separation of knowledge from the
realm of theology. The emergence of scientific techniques and of secular studies, such as
economics and poalitics, that pursued secular knowledge, deepened the divide between church
and educational ingtitutions. Instead of sacred knowledge that was taught to its pursuers within
specific texts and boundaries, public education institutes mass-produced knowledge that
contained the possibility for vile crimes, and therefore, were in need of constant and close
oversight from human morality and rationality. Then, moral philosophy was emphasized in
reaction to the secularization of knowledge and education. In summary, higher education ams
for well-rounded education, and for noblesse oblige where people are equipped with anoble and
ethical sense of responsibility towardsthisworld.

Nevertheless, more and more people who recelved higher education since the emergence of
20th century monopolized both knowledge and sanctity, equipped themsalves with diplomas,
certificates and licenses and enjoyed their privileges within the secular reelm. People’s so-called
educationa background became their assets of privilege, and their hereditary transfer of such
assets led to the formation of cartels. Thisisthe creation of a set of citizen classes divided by the
level of education.

“Educationa Elitism” meant that only a certain group of people monopolized, not the privilege
that came as the result of education, but the privilege of the opportunity to be educated. This
began the changeover led by Humboldt of the 19th century of college's function as that of a
public education ingtitution. The University of Humboldt established in 1810 as a public ingtitute
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of higher learning, equipped with a modern system, began an education system meant for the
public, through integrating the functions of education and research. And through pursing
education of the whole person, he established a system that contrasted its contemporary
universities, which were aristocratic and permeated a sense of privilege. Ca Yuanpe (£5055%), a
libertarian who became the first president of Peking University in 1916, argued for the
opportunity for higher education and openness of its contents, a position which he elaborated with
the word gianronghbingbao( 5 751 £2), meaning everything and everyone is accommodated.

Today’s mechanism of higher education is becoming a hub for the industry which
manufactures and distributes knowledge and technology as a product, rather than providing
knowledge about morality and ethics. Colleges, of course, consider themselves as critical
partners of the society. In other words, they pretend that they play the role of leading society
through professiona knowledge and ideals for the future, and through criticism. Today, however,
we see colleges taking the place of past religions, becoming overgrown and cregting a tense or
competitive relationship with the secular powers, especialy officialdom.

3. Traditional Education Institute of Korea: Confucian Academy

Korea's ingtitute of higher education has existed throughout the long history of Korea in
different forms, from Goguryo(BC 37-668)’s Taehak(372), Shilla(BC 57-935)'s Gukhak(747),
and Goryo(918-1392)'s Gukjagam([# - 992). However, Korea's educational system was
developed more systematically during the Joseon Dynasty(1392-1910), together with the firm
settlement of Confucianism in the kingdom. The Joseon(&ififif) Dynasty set Confucianism as the
foundation for its system of ideology. Shortly after its foundation, they established
Sungkyunkwan (Gukhak was renamed as Sungkyunkwan(j 15 6¢) by the King Choongyeol of
Goryo, and it was founded in Hanyang, Joseon's capitd city, with the foundation of Joseon) in
Seoul as the highest institute of education, and established Moonmyo(s¢ &), or Confucian
shrines, and the mid-level ingtitute of education called hyanggyo(%§#%), or country schoal, in
large and small villages. Elementary-level education was provided within the family, or by a
teacher, and classica scholars of Confucianism and Confucian literati scholarsled the distribution
of knowledge and ideas. Ancestrd ritesfor Confucius, his disciples, and Joseon’s sages were held
in Sungkyunkwan and shrines and it was the places for study and research of Confucian scholars.
When students took and passed the Examination of Country Magisirates, they became Sengwon
and Jinsa, the point at which they were invited to study in Sungkyunkwan, and enjoyed the
benefit of being able to take the Daegwa(k i) examination. The king Jungjong heavily



encouraged the growth of Confucian literati scholars, which led them to become a more
significant feature in society and throughout the political arena.

The governor of Punggi during the era of Jungjong, Ju, Se-bung followed the example of
China's Bailutong( 15 J&7li) Confucian Academy [Note: First started by the Iba brothers in the
early 9th century, it was repaired and expanded during Song Dynasty in 1179 by Zhu Xi, and
was later developed as one of China's four great Confucian academies] in his creation of
Baekundong Seowon (1 E A E R 1544) where rites to venerate a great teacher or other sages
were held [Note: It was later renamed in 1550 as Sosu Seowon(#Z & #5%) with the state's
authorization]. We see that this is the first of Seowon in Korea as a full-fledged institute
dedicated toward higher education. Since then, hundreds of Seowons were established during
the Joseon Dynasty. Among over one thousand Seowons and shrines dispersed around the
nation, most of them were demolished by the order (1864-1871) of Regent Heungseon during
the King Gojong era, and only 47 academies and shrines, either authorized by aking or deemed
to have value according to the ideals and the history of the nation, were spared. The reason for
demolishing Seowons on the surface was that they misused their tax exemption privilege and
aided in wagting the nation’s energy by serving as densfor political cartels. But it was, in truth, a
political move to reduce the authority of private education aimed at establishing the state’'s
authority in the midst of the nation’s moderni zation.

Then many more Seawons disappeared during Korea's modern history, from the time of
Japanese colonid rule, introduction of the modern system of education and the destruction by
the Korean War. However, some of the Seowons till standing are waiting to be registered as
UNESCO's World Heritage site. These include Sosu Seowon (1543) in Youngju, Namgye
Seowon (1552) in Hamyang, Oksan Seowon (1573) in Gyeongju, Dosan Seowon (1574) in
Andong, Pilam Seowon (1590) in Jangsung, Dodong Seowon (1568/1605) in Dalsung,
Byeongsan Seowon (1613) in Andong, Museong Seowon (1615) in Jeongeub and the Donam
Seowon (1634) in Nonsan. Few of the reasons for their candidacy is that they are well-
maintained ancient structures that <till serve the traditional function as a Confucian academy, and
that they are managed not by the state, but by a group of Confucian scholars called Yurim. Of
coursg, if these three were the only criteria, there would be more academies that could be
candidates for UNESCO’s World Heritage Site.

However, Korea's Seowon is more than just buildings or tangible cultural assets. They serve as
ahost for Hill practiced non-tangible cultural assets, including traditiona rites, ideals, values and

mora systems. The Confucian academy system could aso be found in other countries, including
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China and Vietnam that fell under the influence of Confucianism, but they only remain as an
historical site. [Note: In China, there are Confucian academies considered to be China’s four
great Confucian academies, which are Baekrokdong Academy in Gangseo established during
the Tang era, Yuelu(f;#) Academy in Hunan, Sungyang(i[%) Academy and Yingtian(JX)
Academy, the three of which were established during the Song era. They are considered as such
since they have long histories and because Confucianism was studied and expanded by the great
Confucian sages in North Song and South Song. However, they were destroyed during the end
of the Qing Dynasty, and few of their structures remain to serve as historical sites. Yuelu Xuyuan
today is an affiliate institute of the University of Hunan, and it exists as a cultural site or as a
museum.] Compared to this, the voluntary civil organization called Yurim({F#£) actually exists
in Korea. They have been protecting for the past 500 years Confucian academies that were
institutes of private education, and also Sungkyunkwan and regional shrines that were part of the
public education system. There is no similar example that could be found in today’s world.
Yurim still performs religious rites on a regular basis, organizes Confucian-related conferences
and gatherings, leads a civil movement to create a moral society and is creating a network of

cultural exchange.

Therefore, Seowon should be understood in light of their process of establishment, unique
structure and symbolical role and function. It should be understood as a mechanism for

producing and transferring the moral culture surrounding the realization of true humanity.

Establishment Process of Seowon

Seowon cannot be established by individuals. Its establishment is only authorized by the
commonly shared opinion of that region’s Yurim, and the founding rite for the academy in
question has to be led by the Yurim. In other words, Seowon is deemed official only when it’s
recognized by the Yurim. In comparison to the West’s collegium which gave out divine aura that
emitted from its connection with God, the academy of Confucianism which placed more
importance on human’s rationality venerated not the people of God, but the people of
commendable scholastic achievement. No Seowon could be established for sages still alive. A
scholar with a great level of study became a topic for discussion among Yurim, and if the
consensus is made that the deceased deserves to be venerated, they went on to establish an
academy in his honor. Even if a scholar held a high-ranking position in the government, it was
imperative that others had to held him in high regard as a scholar. In some cases where a few
attempted to establish an academy without the authorization of Yurim, the entire Yurim would

oppose it, forcing the construction of academy to halt or destroy it altogether. Establishment of



any Seowon was reported to the regional government, which then reported to the king.

Confucian academy is an ingtitute of private education, whereas Sungkyunkwan and country
school are ingtitutes of public education. Therefore, it was not only a symbol of that region’s
academic spirit, but aso of that region’s authority in relation to the nation, and it was also a base
for ideologica debates. Wheress the ingtitutes of public education located in Seoul and other
regions where there were regional governments' offices, Seowon could be found usualy in
remote and secluded valleys. This was done in attempt to distance themselves from the
annoyance which power and the secular world brought, and there, they could pursue their
studies free from temptation for power.

Digtinct Features of Spacesin Seowon

Seowon that served as the mode for other academies in Joseon was the Gamgye Seowon
(state-authorized in 1552 and 1566) which was the second academy to be established in Joseon
after the Sosu Seowon. Namgye academy was established in order to venerate the Yeochang
Jeong of Hamyang. From Structural perspective, it is composed as both an indtitute of scholastic
research and education and a world where sacred rites are held in veneration for a specific
scholar. These two features are absolutely essential to an academy. Normally, the shrine
containing the ancestral tablet is located in the inner-most space. Then the main lecture houseis
built parale to the shrine, but on both sides of this, they would build east dormitory building
and west dormitory building. A library isincluded in here aswell.

Each building and space in Seowon has a specia meaning which its name reflects. Let us ook
at the Dosan Seowon [Note: Originally there was Dosan school established by Toegye in 1560.
Then the Yurim which moaned his passing away for three years established Seowon in
veneration for him, and it was authorized by the King Sunjo the year after.) as an example.
Cheongwang Woonyeoungdae(k )t ZE 55 As it was borrowed from zhu Xi's post, titled
Gwanseoyugam(i# Z 45 /%), it means the searching the purity of one’'s mind] located at the
entrance of the academy lets people enjoy the view of the blue sky with white clouds reflected
on the pristine water of Nakdong river, purifying their heart and mind. At the entrance of
Seowon, thereisawdl, caled Ygeong(#41#f: In front of Sungkyunkwan, they dug a haf-moon-
shaped pond, and caled it Yeolsu). It means pure and cold rationdity, where people could wash
their hands or quench their thirgt, all part of their effortsto purify their minds and bodies. Outside
of the academy is the space of Dosan school which Toegye build and used while he was alive.
Insde of the academy is decorated with signboards such as Yeokrakseojae(/R4E75: deriving
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from the Analects’ i B ix /57 & A~ 77 4%F), Nongwoonjeongsa([iig E 4+ To love the clouds
above the hill), Wanrakjae(be4475: To study and enjoy the truth), Amseoheon(g: 4%t To hide
within a rock and fully invest onesdlf in training and study), Gwanranheon(#:ii##t: To devote
oneself in study before letting the time flow by while watching the flowing river), and
Shiseubjae(:74 75 deriving from the Andects &4 fijie22 A~ 7R 15t F). There is a smal pond in
front of the main building, named Jeongwoodang(i5+ /< 3% They planted and enjoyed the view of
lotus flowers which shows the Juyeomgye's love of |otus flowers reflects the spirit of Confucian
scholars). To Confucian scholars, ponds symbolize and help awaken their pure and lofty spirits.
They built at the adjacent hill Jeolwoosa(gfiAiit: A gathering of friends with fidelity) and
planted five kinds of plants, apricot flowers, orchid flowers, chrysanthemum, bamboo trees, and
pinetrees. All these symbolize a Confucian scholar’s, or avirtuous man's height and the heart of
the Way. They also created a small well called Mongcheon(Z75¢) where a stream of water
flowed from a crack in arock and gathered at the bottom. It derives from the line in Iching, “To
teach young pupilsin the right way(3¢ V425 1F).”

The main gate that leads to the indde of Dasan Seowon is caled Jndomun(i:3& ) or main gate.
It means that whoever goes through the gate is entering the sacred world of Confucius study that is
separated from the secular world, and that such isthe heart that should be within those entering the
gate. Found below the eave of the main building located at the center of the academy is a large
framed calligraphy that depicts the letters ‘Dosan Seowon(j¥i L1 5), and another signboard
which says ‘ Jeongyodang( itz &)’ can be found at the center of the outer floor. It meansthat here
isthe place where the centrd role of Confucius study, which isto teach the scriptures, is performed.
In Jeongyodang, there are other tablets that say Hanjonjae(F 7725 To repd evil mind and harbor
pure heart.), Wongyu(f5#7) and Juhoeam’s Baekrokdongyu( (5 i #R), the Analects and
Jeongecheon(f£7/11)'s Samuljam(Pu47%), and Jnmugyeong (575 Ji)'s Sukheungyamejam() i
17 HERE). The long buildings in the front facing each other are dormitories. One is called
Bakyakjae(f#i#49%% or east dormitory building: Bakmunyakrye, or expanding one's study and
having right kind of attitude by practicing the Way), and the other Honguijae(5.5%7% or west
dormitory building: The world of the Way is vast and hard to learn, which demands from its
students strong will and determination). Left and right Sde of main gate are west and east libraries
cdled Gwangmyeongshil(St:FH2). Toegye is the primary figure enshrined in the shrine behind
Jeonggyodang, and there is a shrine called Sangduksa(f4ifii: To worship morality)where
Toegye's student, Wolcheon, is enshrined. Apricot flowers, orchid flowers, chrysanthemum, and
bamboo trees are planted in the academy’s garden, and there are dso pine trees and crape-myrtle
flowers. Crape-myrtle flowers are symbolic flowers for Confucian scholars, and Berong tree
became their nickname due to pronunciation. They symbolize Confucian scholars yearning to



practice the teachings grictly. Staying red for hundred days, the flowers dso symbolize Confucian
scholars lofty ideds. As such, we see that the structure of Seowon has unique culture, and that
Confucian scholars studied the teachings of Confucianism within such views.

Symbolic Significance of Seowon

In addition to the monasteries of the West (the origina collegiate ingtitution), Arabs, Indians,
Jews, and Tibetans al worked to construct religious education institutes meant to serve and
attend God. In other words, the Traditiona Education Institute derives from church, or temple.
In comparison, Korea's Seowon is an ingtitution for Confucian culture. Confucianism is a
system of education where the participants learn the Way, not through God's revelation, but
through seeking moraity from within their own rationality or essential nature. In other words,
the purpose of knowledge is not to interpret God's Words or to offer their services, but to learn
and devel op the philosophy of being a human dedi cated toward humans and guided by humans.

As | mentioned before, in comparison to public education composed of Seoul’s
Sungkyunkwan and regiona country schools, Seowon was aingtitute of private education where
scholars researched and studied more freely. The institutes of public education enshrined
Confucius and his students, but Seowon enshrined not the Chinese sages but the sages of Korea
who were deemed by consensus of Yurim to be worthy of veneration. Therefore, Seowon is a
cultura mechanism which reproduces unique vaue and ideals continuously. Another important
function of Seowon is study. If country school is a place where they learned the classical
Confucian scriptures of the Nine Chinese Classics, Seowon is a place of study where scholars
debate about interpretation of specific texts, and listen to philosophica seminars and high-level
of lectures. The members of a Confucian schools lived and study together. In this process, they
developed a mora relationship in which they cultivated good characters and shared idedls and
system of vaues. In other words, Seowon existed not only to deepen knowledge, but to cultivate
human character. Therefore, Korea's Seowon should be understood as cultural space and
mechanism. Seowon’s mechanism for redlizing culture can be summarized as below.

1. Holiness. Seowons enshrine certain figures. The ancestral shrine imbues holiness or
sacredness to everything that is pursued within that academy. The holiness which comes from
defeating the temptation of secular world can be experienced in the academy.

2. Pursuit of humanity: The purpose of knowledge is to be human. Knowledge alows us to
find and practice human’'s essential nature, or character, and is a method of degpening mora
abilities in theoretica dimension. Without knowledge, there would be no standard with which
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we can tell gpart good and evil, and we would not be able to define the true nature of human.

3. Spirit of freedom: Seowon is a cultura space where Confucian scholars study and train
themselves. The spirit of Confucian scholar is founded on the spirit of criticism towards
systematized authority created by government and political powers. In other words, the
distinction between public education and private education lies within the spirit of Confucian
scholars and the spirit of freedom.

4. Redlization of the Way: Seowon is not the government’s office, but rather a place where
scholars trained to heighten their mora superiority. In Joseon era, government officias, too, had
to have such scholastic knowledge, ethics, and morality. To enter Seowon is to choose for
himself the ethical responsibility bestowed upon intellectua people by the world as represented
in that academy.

Roleor Function of Seowon

1. Seowon is not a place where students study for the state examination, but it is a place of
scholagtic training for Confucianism. It is usualy described that students in Seowon went on to
take the state examination, which is then interpreted that Seowons were places of preparing for
the State examination. However, Seowon is not such aplace. It is a place where scholars studied
and debated specific philosophical topics. Specid seminars were held in nationally renowned
Seowons if an important matter is put up to debate on nationa level. The results from these
seminars then became the point of nationa attention.

2. Seowons sarved arole of foca point for intelectud and mora unity. Members of Seowon were
Confucian scholars who compaosed thet region’s Yurim, and they were the core influence in cregtion
of mora community. As churches managed their own people in the West, members of Seowon
guided thelocd peopleto exig within theream of certain ethics, mordity, vaue, and system of rites.

3. Seowon, as a gathering of intellectua people, was a place of cultural manufacturing where
public opinions were generated. Seowon held meetings within themsalves or within their region
to form scholars public opinion, and through this, they reacted to the society’s and nation’s
important situation. They created a network of public opinions between academies through
public announcements and manifestos, and generated a power to overcome nationa difficulties
together with ordinary people. They helped their regiona governors through critical advices, and
made demands to the king regarding the management of the nation through letters.

4, Certain rituals and rituad procedures were observed not only during the rites performed to
venerate a enshrined figure, but also during everyday life and specia seminars. These rites were
emphasized more than seminars, and it was because the scholars participating in these rites were
following the process of training their mind and body, and their intellectua attitude.



5. Seowon at the time served as both library and the most important mechanism for
transferring the greet tradition.

6. Seowon's specific values can be symbolized by the figure enshrined in the academy.
Therefore, a scholar had to choose carefully which academy he should enter. It was because
Seowon was not a mere school where a student obtains knowledge, but it symbolized a specific
system of vaues and practicing of moral laws and respect.

7. As it was mentioned above, the location and surrounding of a Seowon work together to
create a cultural view which expresses the sgnificance and symbols of that academy, and the
composition of objects and building locations serves to provide a mechanism through which
people experience something spiritual.

8. Seowon not only produced the philosophica standards and foundation for public justice and
public righteousness, but it was aso an ingtitute which incubated leadership and ability to move
forward.

The most important point here is that Seowon venerates a figure who practice high leve of
Confucian study, and that it is composed of Confucian scholars who deegpens his teaching. This
signifies that they did not stop at just pursuing knowledge through Confucian scriptures, but
cultivated individua’s character and trained as a moral community. In other words, human
interaction was formed first before the education on what is to be a human was given. In yet
another words, Seowon moves beyond a educationa mechanism that transfers knowledge to
become amechanism of education through practice with humanity at its core.

4. Conclusion : Why is the cultural significance of traditional education
institute being discussed again?

However, such Seowon and the spirit of Confucian scholar are being fundamentally destroyed
today. Before the giant wave of modernization where scientific technologies, materialism,
system of values revolving around pragmatism, and fulfillment of desire, the spirit of Confucius
education of the whole person and its educationd system are now on the verge of becoming a
relic of the past. These are connected directly to the fate of Confuciustradition of Koreawhichis
focused on Neo-Confucianism. In other words, the traditiona Neo-Confucianism that put more
emphasis on rationalism(##) over emotion(’) has always been a subject to new challenges, and
now has come the age where the form of art that expresses emotion, desire, and imagination
rather than philosophy of pursuing rationalism and reason.
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As secularization of knowledge under the dogan of empirica tradition is gaining more and
more speed in today’s age of technology, material and power, education and academics as a path
of finding human’s fundamenta character and what is to be human are either underestimated or
neglected altogether. Today's society is being filled with more and more complex elements, and
its boundary is expanding well beyond the traditiona limit, disabling specific moral laws from
exercisng control over it. More than anything, human beings, who are the main beneficiary of
intellectua industry, are being isolated from knowledge. In today’s redlity where mass-produced
is the kind of knowledge as a product that is devoid of humanity, educationa ingtitutes are
gradudly losing their human relations and their function as amechanism or producing values.

Confucius taught the most ideal state of a civilization as Munzilbinbin(zZEZ #.H). This
signifies the state of harmonious balance between the essence(4/%) and the literary art(x) asa
technique of expressing that essence. In other words, the civilization becomes coarse(#7) if the
essence outweighs literary art, and it will become dy if literary art outweighs the essence(’Z i X
HIEY SOBETHIISR BRI B F). The state of balance between literary art and essence is
caled harmonious neutrality( fi1). Today, however, outer appearance is emphasized above
essence, and emotion above rationality. What is thriving in today is the kind of the place of
education which pursues the world of emotion and senses that has broken loose from the grip of
rationality and logic, and which places one foot on redity and one foot on the virtud world,
isolating the meetings between humans and neglecting human relationship.

Today, we are placing specid importance again on the traditional education ingtitute of ancient
or medieva times, because it provided a venue and process where the act of pursuing the Way of
humanity was combined to form one system with the process of creating and perpetuating
knowledge. In other words, it is because they produced humans not through knowledge itsalf but
through all the processes and steps of pursing, sharing, and transferring, produced ethics and
morals that need to be practice in relationships between humans, and regarded that entire
mechanism and process as athing of great vaue. Meaning, education was lifeitself. Hereliesthe
ideal of Seowon and collegium. Aswe have learned through examining Korea's Seowon and the
Univergity of Oxford, traditiona education ingtitutes are not merely cultural assets that exist as
fossl specimen, but they are il dlive and are “living” cultural assets that continue to expand and
reproduce knowledge and humanigtic vaues. The term “old future’ gpplies here aswell.
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From Monadic Schoolsto Univeraties:
Educationd Heritagein Medievd Europe

Thomas Coomans
Professor, University of Leuven, Belgium

The Middle Ages in Europe form along and complex period of about ten centuries from the
decline of the Roman Empire (5th century) to the Renaissance (15th century). The transmission
of the antique Classica Greek and Roman cultures, through the medieva Christian culture, to
the Humanism and the Renaissance is one of the most fascinating chapters of the world's
intellectua history. Three educational ingtitutions played a mgor role in this transmisson: the
monagtic schools, the cathedral schools and, from the 13th century, the universities. Europe’'s
medieval educational heritage covers three categories: first, the manuscripts and books (movable
heritage), second, the places (immovable heritage), and third, knowledge (intangible heritage).
The latter includes arts, sciences, music and spirituality, as well as the life of many famous
medieval scholars, but is intimately related with the books that were used as medium for
transmission. The lecture only focuses on the two first categories.

When the Roman Empire declined, the Christian bishops established schools near their
cathedras in order to promote religious learning and provide the Church with educated clergy.
Parallel to the cathedra schools, the abbeys played a crucial role in the preservation and
continuation of antique culture and science. Mogt abbeys possessed a library where manuscripts
were conserved and a scriptorium where the monks copied manuscripts. Abbeys also had
schools for the education of young boys who were offered to monagtic life by their parents.
Emperor Charlemagne (around 800) promoted the education of the clergy as a class of
intellectuals that would help governing efficiently his empire. During the 11th and 12th
centuries, monastic and cathedral schools became centres of advanced education in theology,
arts, law and sciences. In the context of growing urban society, some cathedral schools became
the first universities. These self-regulating communities of teachers and scholars were
recognized by the pope. There were 14 universities by the end of the 13th century in Europe and
62 univerdties in 1500. Pardld to the development of universties, the old monastic schools
declined. New religious orders (Dominicans, Franciscans) had specialized monasteries or study
houses related to the universities. Universities developed a new method of critical thinking
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called °eoscholasticism®+ that was based on diaectic reasoning and aimed to defend the dogmas
of Chrigtian faith. From the middle of the 15th century, thanks to printed books, knowledge and
new idess diffused rapidly, bringing an end to the medieval education system and obliging high
education to adapt to new world visons.

The most tangible legacy of medieval scholarship and intellectua culture are the millions of
Western medieval manuscripts conserved through the world. All these relics have been hand
produced, written, copied, illustrated and bound by generations of monks, clerics and other
scholars with the aim to keep and transmit knowledge. Manuscripts and books being by
definition movable rdlics, they travelled, were sold etc. before ending in public collections, some
of which being world famous. Manuscripts contain whole the medieva intellectual knowledge,
from arts and sciences to philosophical and sacred texts, including many copies of antique
authors as well as remarkable medieva creations. The mgjority of Western manuscripts is in
Latin but many are in other ancient and modern languages too. It is difficult to evauate the
proportion of conserved and lost medieva manuscripts. Experts can trace the origin of texts and
reconstruct generations of copies and cross-influences. Today, medieval manuscript collections
form a network with speciaized catalogues, digital databases of images, and the best conditions
for material conservation.

The immovable heritage consists essentially in places rather than buildings, because most
medieval educational buildings have been transformed or replaced during the following
centuries. Book collections increased dragtically when printed books came on the marked and
required new buildings. Furthermore, the heritage of medieva abbeys has been deeply damaged
during the religious wars of the 16th century and the secularisation at the late 18th and early 19th
centuries. Therefore, well preserved medieval monastic and cathedrd library buildings are very
exceptional. Medieva university buildings survive in severd universities such as Oxford and
Cambridge (England), Coimbra (Portugal), Salamanca (Spain) etc. Most university libraries,
however, were rebuilt in the 16th century and later, because of the growing collections.

We could conclude about the immovable heritage of medieval educationa ingtitutions, that the
place is more important than specific buildings. University and cathedral quarters in cities as
well as the sites of abbeys, even ruined, are places of intellectud presence for centuries. It is
fascinating to remember that specific places, even deegply transformed today, inspired ideas and
debates to famous scholars as well as generations of students. Another conclusion is that
Western medieval educationa heritageis nearly absent of the World Heritage list.
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From Monadic Schoolsto Univeraties:
Educationd Heritagein Medievad Europe

Thomas Coomans
Professor, University of Leuven, Belgium

For today’s conference on educational heritage in Korea, | was asked to speak about the
educationa role of Christian monasteriesin mediagva Europe. Abbeys and monasteries, indeed,
played an essentid rolein transmitting knowledge and culture within a Chrigtian worldview. The
image of the monk gtting at a desk, copying or illuminating manuscripts, became an icon of
medieval culture and education. Abbeys and monasteries, however, were not the only places of
education and their role varied during the middle ages. Therefore, | would like to introduce you
to thetotd picture of educationa ingtitutionsin medieva Europe and will tell the evolution from
the monastic schoolsto the universities.

The Middle Ages in Western Europe are a long and complex period of about ten centuries
from the decline and fdl of the Roman Empire (5th century) to the Renaissance (15th / early
16th century). The transmission of the antique Classical Greek and Roman cultures, through the
medieva Chrigtian culture, to the Humanism and the Renai ssance is one of the most fascinating
chapters of the world's intellectua history. Three educationd ingtitutions played a mgor role in
this medieval transmission: the monastic schools, the cathedral schools and, from the 13th
century, the universities. The first part of this lecture sketches the historical frame of the
medieval educationd institutions, their origin and evolution as well as their actors, most of
which being Chrigtian clerics. The second part of the lecture focuses on educational heritage.

1. Higtory

The Roman education system consisted in municipal schools for the children of the dlite.
Children received mora education from their parents at home and learned grammar, rhetoric and
philosophy at school. When the Roman Empire declined, the Christian bishops established
schools near thelr cathedras churches in order to promote religious learning and provide the
Church with educated clergy. The earliest cathedra schools appeared in Spain in the 6th century,
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in France and England in the 7th century. Parallel to the cathedra schools, the abbeys played a
crucia rolein the preservation and continuation of antique culture and science.

The origin of Western monagteries goes back to the 4th century, in Egypt, where holy men
decided to “leave the world”, retire to remote placesin the deserts, and devote their life to God.
Some of these holy man, called ‘desert fathers, lived aone (eremites), other lived in small
communities (coenobites). These communities had to be organised and therefore needed a head
and arule. The rule is thus the first and most important book in any monastery. Several ‘ desert
fathers wrote monastic rules, but the most influentia one was written by St Benedict in the
abbey of Monte Cassino (Italy) in the middlie of the 6th century. The rule of St Benedict is
considered as one of the most important books from the early medieva heritage. Christian
monasteries spread from the south of Europe to France, Ireland and Britain, and later to northern
and eastern Europe.

Most abbeys possessed a library where manuscripts were conserved and a writing room or
scriptorium where the monks copied manuscripts. Abbeys aso had schools for the education of
young boys who were committed to monastic life by their parents. During the Carolingian
period, late 8th and 9th centuries, the Emperor Charlemagne promoted the education of the
clergy asaclass of intellectuds that would help governing efficiently his centralised empire. The
emperor imposed the rule of St Benedict as only rule in al the monasteries of his empire. He
also issued several decrees at the end of the 8th century, obliging Benedictine abbeys and
cathedralsto provide education.

From the 10th and 11th century, new intercultural contacts developed with the Eastern cultures
of the Byzantine Empire, Idamic Spain, Sicily and of the Arabic world, enriching knowledge
and sciences. Cathedral schools and monastic schools reached their apogee during the 11th and
12th centuries, becoming the centres of advanced education in theology, arts, law and sciences.
Education was based on the liberal arts inherited from the Antiquity and grouped in the
“trivium” or humanities (grammar, rhetoric and logic) and the “quadrivium” or sciences
(arithmetic, geometry, astronomy and music). Philosophy and theology were the supreme
sciences that interpreted the world in a Christian perspective.

From the 12th century, in the context of growing urban centres, some cathedral schools
became the first medieval universities. These first “universities” were self-regulating
communities of teachers and scholars that had been recognized by the pope. The word
“university” means “whole” in Latin and refers to the community of teachers and scholars.
Fourteen univergities existed by the end of the 13th century in Europe (amongst others Bologna,
Oxford, Paris, Cambridge, Salamanca, Padud). In 1500, there were 62 universities in Europe,
amongst others the University of Leuven, founded in 1425. Universities were successful and
attracted male students (no women) who were no more clerics. More and more professors were



no clerics, but dl were Chrigtian and did not contest the “truth of God”.

Pardld to the development of universities, the old monastic schools declined. Abbeys and
monasteries often were located far away from cities, on placed that were marginalised. Cities
became the most dynamic places of the society’s economy, demography and politics, as well as
the new places of artistic and scientific exchanges. New rdligious orders such as the Dominicans
and the Franciscans were founded in the cities during the 13th century, and had specialized study
houses related to the universities. Universities developed a new method of critical thinking
caled “ scholasticism” that was based on diaectic reasoning and aimed to defend the dogmas of
Chrigian faith.

From the middle of the 15th century, the new printing techniques were at the origin of a
revolution, first in the intellectua and religious circles, later in the whole society. Books were
printed on paper, a new support coming from Chinaand replacing the expensive parchment. The
first mgor book printed in the West, using mobile types, was the Bible published by Johannes
Guttenberg in Mainz (Germany) in the 1450s. The success of printed books was huge and
immediate. People have compared the revolution of the printed book in the late 15th century
with the revolution of the internet in the 1990s. Thanks to printed books, knowledge and new
ideas diffused rapidly as well as the number of people able to read increased considerably. The
printed book brought an end to the medieval education system and obliged high education to
adapt to new world visons. The only “truth of God” would be contested by a new generation of
scholars called the Humanigts. In this context, the old monasteries and abbeys were completely
marginalised and most had no more schools.

2. Manuscriptsand Books

Europe's medieva educationa heritage covers three categories. first, the places (immovable
heritage), second, the manuscripts and books (movable heritage), and third, knowledge
(intangible heritage). The latter includes arts, sciences, music and spiritudity, as well as the life
of many famous medieva scholars, but is intimately related with the books that were used as
medium for transmission of knowledge. | will only focus on the two first categories.

The most tangible legacy of medieva scholarship and intellectua culture are the millions of
Western medieva manuscripts conserved in public libraries and private collections through the
world. All these relics have been hand produced, written, copied, illustrated and bound by
generations of monks, clerics and other scholars with the aim to keep and transmit knowledge.
Many manuscripts have been logt, but are only known thanks to copies. Because manuscripts
were not written on paper, but on parchment - that is animal skin (calf, sheep, goat) -, they were
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very precious and well preserved. Sometimes, parchment was reused for writing a new text, and
so wears severa layers of text (paimpsest).

The most sacred book was the Bible that contains the words of God. It has been copied and
commented over the centuries. In the Middle Ages, copying existing books was the only way of
reproducing texts and was thus an important activity. All the books from the Greek and Roman
Antiquity are only known after several generations of copies. The Middle Ages, however, were
much more than a period of copy and reproduction; it was a creative time too. Many new books
were written by famous scholars, commenting the Antique books and the Bible, or compiling
sentences from other books, or writing new books on history, sciences, encyclopaedias, law, etc.
and, of course, theology in varied forms. As aready said, dl kind of knowledge were part of the
medieval Christian world vison and could not be in contradiction with the Bible or the writings
of the Church Fathers and the Doctors of the Church. “One of the most influential works of
Western literature” is the Summa Theologica (1265-1274) of Thomas of Aquino? In his book,
Thomas, who was a Dominican father teaching at the University of Paris, explainsal the aspects
of Chrigtian faith to studentsin theology.

Making a manuscript involved different speciaised people, from preparing the parchment and
the ink, to writing the text, illustrating and binding the leaves of parchment. The most precious
manuscripts are richly illuminated and bound in precious bindings. Text and illustration were not
realised by the same monks, sometimes different handwritings can be identified in the same
book. Copying was part of the learning process. It is difficult to evaluate the proportion of
conserved and lost medieval manuscripts. Experts in the field can trace the origin of texts and
reconstruct generations of copies (stemma) and cross-influences. The mgjority of Western
manuscripts isin Latin but many are copies of Greek classic authors. Medieva manuscripts are
the best sources for the study of the emergence and early use of modern languages such as
French, German, English, Italian etc.

Perhaps the most cregtive aspect of medieva manuscripts are their painted “illuminating”.
They are totaly original and were realised by great monastic artists, most of which remain
anonymous. These images belong to the most refined medieva works of art and were only
visible for the privileged people reading the manuscripts. Illuminating are mostly symbolic
images, they follow the style evolution from the Romanesque to the Gothic and later
Renaissance, and express al kind of feglings from the most spiritual and sacred, to profane
SCenes.

Most medieval manuscripts are no more conserved at the place where they were produced.
Manuscripts and books being by definition movable rdlics, they travelled, were sold etc. before
ending in public collections, some of which being world famous (Bibliotheca Vaticana, British
Library, Bibliothéque Nationale, etc.). Today, medieval collections of manuscripts form a



network of libraries with specialized catalogues, optima conditions for material conservation,
digital databases of images, and even virtual collections of manuscript on internet.

The Celtic and early Irish illuminated manuscripts are amongst the most fascinating
manuscripts in the world. They were produced in the context of Irish monasticism from the 7th
to the 9th century. When visiting monastic sites such as Kells (Ireland) or Lindisfarne (England),
it is hard to believe that the most precious Celtic manuscripts were written and painted there.
Today, the famous Book of Kells, created around 800, is conserved in Dublin and makes Trinity
College Library one of the most visited placesin Irdland.

3. Educational Buildingsand Libraries

This brings us to the third part of the lecture about the immovable heritage of educationa
buildings. The immovable heritage conssts essentialy in places rather than buildings, because
most medieval educational buildings have been transformed or replaced during the five
following centuries. The main reason is the growth of the collections of books that drastically
increased as soon printed books came on the market. Medieva libraries were small and were
replaced with new libraries having amuch bigger capacity of storage. Another reason is that new
libraries expressed the intellectua prestige of an abbey or a university. The books were ancient,
but the building should be new, decorated and safe, especidly againg fire.

Hundreds of medieva cathedrals are conserved through all Europe, many of them still having
book collections and archives including medieval manuscripts and documents. Well preserved
medieval cathedral libraries and school buildings, however, are exceptional. The famous
cathedral library of Hereford (England), for example, containing a collection of medieval
manuscripts and a rare bookshelf with chained books, looks medieva but dates from the late
16th century. The famous “Librije’ in Zutphen (The Netherlands) conserves chained printed
books in alate medieva vaulted room near the church. Rare books were locked in specid places
but much consulted books were chained in order not to be stolen. The practice of chained books
aso existed in university libraries, but disappeared gradually. One of the reasons being that when
therewas afirein alibrary, chained books could not be saved.

The heritage of medieva abbeys has been deeply damaged during the religious wars of the
16th century and the secularisation at the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Numerous abbeys
have been more or less totally ruined or have been rebuilt. Therefore, well preserved medieva
monastic scriptorium rooms and library buildings are very exceptiona too. Moreover, abbeys
book collections aso increased when printed books came on the marked and required new
buildings. Many prestigious abbey libraries were rebuilt in baroque and rococo style during the
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17th and 18th centuries. A remarkable example is the library of the World Heritage abbey of
Sant Gal (Switzerland): the exceptional collection of medieval manuscripts is conserved in a
richly decorated rococo library, which is part of the complete rebuilding of the abbey during the
18th century.

How did medieval monastic libraries and scriptoriums looked like? The image of dozens of
monks copying manuscripts in silence in great scriptoriums is a romantic vision from the 19th
century or from sensational movies such as the famous “Name of the Rose”. The word
scriptorium has two meanings. Firg, it could be aroom where the writers and paintersworked in
slence. Second, a scriptorium aso was the name of the desk itself that could be moved in
function of the light to one or another place of the room or to different places within the abbey.
Such desks are often depicted on book illuminating, so we know how they looked like.

In most abbeys, libraries were small locked rooms with bookshelves or niches in the walls
where books were stored horizontaly or vertically, but on their long Side in order not to damage
the bindings. In the early Middle Ages, libraries certainly conserved manuscript rolls from the
Roman Antiquity. Rolls took more space in libraries. Only the librarian had the key, and he was
responsible for keeping the books. Some catalogues of medieval monastic libraries are
conserved and give a precise information about the content of the library as well as about the
storage of the books. In the 13th century, an abbey possessing 300 manuscripts could be
considered as having arich library. Only the most important abbeys had larger collections. As
dready said, when printed books appeared the collections increased rapidly and books would be
stored vertically on their short side in order to take a minimum of space. This obliged to
rearrange the old libraries and make new furniture.

The built heritage of university is richer and better preserved than the heritage of medieva
abbeys. Medieva university buildings can be seen in severd universities such as Oxford and
Cambridge (England), Coimbra (Portugal), Salamanca (Spain) etc. University buildings consst
in colleges, churches, and libraries. Most univerdties, however, were rebuilt in the 16th century
and later, especidly their libraries, aways because of the same reason of growing collections.
S0, the prestigious university of the Sorbonne in Paris (France) has no more medieva buildings:
new buildings were erected in the 17th century and enlarged in the 19th century. Only some
parts of medieval colleges of religious houses, such as St. Bernard's College, can be seen in
Paris. One of the most famous university libraries in the world is the Bodleian library in Oxford.
It was built as alibrary building in 1602 in order to merge older collections were brought
together. The early university libraries in Oxford where no specific buildings but just one room
in a college or in a church with chained books. This explains why all early libraries were
replaced.

Most medieval Dominican and Franciscan monasteries in university towns were educeationa



institutions and had a “studium” combining a library and a reading room. Some exceptional
cases survive as at the Franciscan convent of Zutphen in The Netherlands. Old maps and views
of monasteries mention the location of libraries that had no specific place in the monastery.
Often the libraries were at a first floor in order to protect the book from the humidity.

So we could conclude about the immovable heritage of medieval educational institutions, that
the place is more important than specific buildings. University and cathedral quarters in cities as
well as the sites of abbeys, even ruined, are places of secular intellectual presence. It is just
fascinating to remember that specific places, even deeply transformed today, inspired ideas and
debates to famous scholars as well as generations of students. With this consideration, we
include the intangible aspect of educational heritage, that is to say the living knowledge as it was

and still is transmitted in the teacher-student relationship.

4. Medieval abbeys and Universities as World Heritage

I would like to conclude with a short evaluation of the medieval abbeys and universities that
are on the World Heritage list. In fact, Western medieval educational heritage, as such, is nearly
absent from the World Heritage list. Even the world famous university towns of Oxford and
Cambridge are no World Heritage. Only a few medieval university towns are on the list:
Coimbra (Portugal), Salamanca (Spain), Krakow (Poland) - the famous university of Alcala de
Henares (Spain) belongs to a totally different 16th - century colonial project.

Medieval cathedrals are on the World Heritage list, but their libraries are often post-medieval
and filled with books rather than medieval manuscripts - for example the library of Durham
cathedral.

Less than 25 abbeys and monasteries are individually listed as World Heritage: the abbeys of
Lorsch, Maulbronn, Reichenau and Corvey in Germany, the abbeys of Poblet, Guadalupe, the
Escorial and the monasteries of San Millan de Yuso and Suso in Spain, the abbeys of Fontenay,
Saint-Savin-sur-Gartempe, and Mont-Saint-Michel in France, the abbeys of Tomar, Belem,
Alcobaca and Batalha in Portugal, Fountans abbey and St Augustine abbey in Canterbury in
Great Britain, Assisi, the Dominican convent of Milano, the abbeys of St Gall and of Miistair in
Switzerland, and the monastery of Rila in Bulgaria. That is not very much. Clonmacnoise and
six other old monastic sites in Ireland are on the tentative list. These very important places of
monastic heritage originally included monastic schools, libraries and scriptoriums, but most
significant remains are lost. Abbeys are usually considered as historical and spiritual places
rather than educational institutions. As explained in this lecture, the most important intellectual

heritage from the abbeys are the manuscripts the monks wrote, copied and illuminated - and
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these manuscripts are spread in librariesin Europe and in North-America.

I would like to conclude this overview of medieva educationa heritage with a remarkable
World Heritage site from Belgium. It is not medieva but from the 16th century. The Plantin-
Moretus printing office in the city of Antwerp conserves a library with copies of dl the books
printed in the house, as well as the presses and other parts of the office. It was an important
centre of European humanism for the development of sciences and culture in the 16th century.
World heritage criterion VI, mentions. “The Plantin-Moretus complex is tangibly associated
with ideas, beliefs, technologies and literary and artistic works of outstanding universal
significance’. Thisplaceis at the crossing of medieva and modern sciences, and shows the shift
from the medieval world of hand written manuscripts to modern printed books that spread ideas
and knowledge faster and to a larger population of scholars and intellectuas named humanists.
At that time, the golden age of medieva monasticism and manuscript libraries definitively
bel onged to the past.
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The Creation and Role of the Traditiond Education
|ngtitute Madrasah

Lee Hee Soo
Professor, Hanyang University, Korea

As the Islamic world developed into an empire around the mid Sth century, the Iamic
educationa ingtitute, Madrasah, started to take its place as the mainstream educationa ingtitute
with the purpose of maintaining a systematic and sustainable incubator to nurture talented
individuals and of succeeding the idamic ideals. As most of Madrasahs started out as the annex
of the mosgue, it can be assumed that the initial goa of Madrasah focused on certain subjects
such as Idamic theology and law. Gradudly it introduced other non-religious subjects to meet
the socia demands and the academic traditions of keeping balance between the study on the
domain of God and the rationdity of human beings was placed in the center of Madrasahs
educationa philosophy. A good example of this can be easily found; most of the mgjor Idamic
universities of these days share the same background of starting out as Madrasah.

When Europe was still struggling amidst the God-centered paradigm, enduring the “Dark
age’, the idamic academic tradition was able to achieve world-class level in all subjects, from
the natural science to the humanities and sociad science. This was heavily indebted to the unique
Idamic educationa philosophy of keeping balance between theology and secular learning, and
to the educational leadership of the Idamic rulers. Instead of seeing it as the insolence of humans
daring the realm of God, the Islamic scholars saw the secular learning based on human
rationality and observation as reasonable means to better understand the Divine providence.
Thus, the rationa studies was accepted as a substructure of theology, to better understand God
and to get closer to God's world. Moreover, they stated that the studies on secular learning was
the mudlim’s sacred obligation in order to truly understand the divine Being. Under the condition
that one dares not to confront the realm of God, the academic development of the Idamic world
was granted prosperity. The rulers of the Abbas empire took active measures to protect this
academic passion, and fully supported the scholarly research. The story of caiph Al-Mamun
compensating the scholar’s published research with equal weight of gold, symbolically
represents policies carried out to encourage research and studies.
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In short, Madrasah was the hdl of learning for Idamic studies in the medieva times. As the
annex of the mosque, Madrasah was structured to stay within the domain of religious control.
Insde the mosgue complex, the mosgue for attending worship was place at the center, and then
next to it other sections such as the Madrasah, library, hospital, Caravan Saray, accomodations
for the caravans, public baths, markets, etc. With such structure, Madrasah served many
functions; it was not only an educationa ingtitute but also an open place for the public and a
database where the travellers from afar can visit and acquire new knowledge. With such
background, Madrasah was able to flourish and cultivate practica studies that can actualy help
promote peoples’ awareness and support their lives. In particular, the characteristic of
Madrasah's learning of keeping balance between theology and rational education was led to the
development of certain subjects; cosmology and uranology to understand Gods creation,
astronomy and calendar system to notify the beginning and the end of Ramadan fasting period
and to calculate the exact time for prayers five times a day, history to follow the footsteps of the
prophet Muhammad, geography to find the exact direction for daily prayers even during the
journeys, lawsto settle quarrelsin accordance to Sharia

Madrasah holds many roles; consolidation of life and religion, the secular learning as the
subgtructure of the religion, the union of church and state. Itsrole has reduced significantly in the
late 20th century as globalisation swept the world. Recently the need for Madrasah education is
being mentioned by the radical Idamic ideologists who support the tradition of the union of
church and gtate. After known that the leaders of the Tdiban in Afghanistan and the resistance
across the Mideast region were educated through the Madrasah, Madrasah is misinterpreted as
the training school for terrorists in the Western world. To address this issue, the 21t century
Idamic society is continuing their discourse in an attempt to converging 1200 years of Madrasah
tradition and the modern Western education system.
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Early Modern Education in Japan and Culturd Heritage

Tsujimoto Masashi
Professor, National Taiwan University

In Japan, there are two attempts to register the historical cultural assets of education on the
World Heritage List. One of them isthe corporative approach taken by K odokan, Han School of
the former Mito Domain, Ashikaga Gakko from the medieva times of Ashikaga city, and
Kangien Private School of Hita city. The other is an independent approach taken by Shizutani
School, an early modern village school of Bizen city. Currently, neither of them is close to
redlization since the Cultural Affair Agency has not even listed them in its “temporary list.” This
report introduces the educational assets that are now in preparation and examines the
“Outstanding Universal Value’ of the “educationa assets of early modern Japan.”

Japan in its early modern period (1600-1868) was a “literate society” due to the policy of
Heinobunri (separation of samurai and peasants) and was an “educational society” where
education was essential to common children of certain class. Therefore, literacy education
became prevalent in common people's lives and commercia publication grew popular.
Educationa institutes for children and professiona teachers increased, and Terakoya (temple
schools), academies (private schools), village schools, and Han schools grew popular.  What
supported these schools was Confucianism which was common in East Asa

Han schools were educationa ingtitutions mainly for the samurai (warrior) class but academies
and village schools were schools where common people of upper quartile pursued their learning
eagerly. Although early modern Japan did not adopt the imperia examination system, it is
assumed that samurai and common people learned Confucianism because it was considered to
be an intellectual activity and a cultural asset. Common people of upper quartile stood up to
variousissues not with religion but with teaching of Confucianism (in short, their own effort).

Kodokan, Han school of the former Mito Domain was the biggest Han school in Jgpan in the
end of Edo period. Ashikaga Gakko is Japan's oldest academic ingtitute since the medieval
times. Kangien Private School of Hita city is one of the representative Confucian Schools that
produced the nation's best and the brightest students at the end of Edo period. Therefore, all
three schools share “representative and comprehensive’ characteristics. However, there are
Issuesin terms of “ authenticity and integrity” since they preserve few existing cultural assets and
many of its assets have been restored. Shizutani School, on the other hand, has not only taken



the centra role in education in local community up to the late modern period but has aso
preserved its architectura structures of high quality such as the auditorium (national treasure of
Japan) for more than 300 yearsin a near-perfect condition and has dmost completely maintained
its conservational management system and therefore fulfills the conditions of “authenticity and
integrity.” Furthermore, since Shizutani School took a central role in educating common people
and samurai from within and without the district, it fulfills the necessary conditions of
“representativeness and comprehensiveness’ of education in early modern period. Along with
its Japanese characteridtic, it shares common grounds with Academiesin Chinaand Korea.

Its Universal Vaue within human history must be evaluated in order to be registered as World
Heritage. (1) Confucianism has crested a wide communion of thoughts and culture in East Asa
through the Classics (Templates). (2) Confucianism has been a source of high intellectual
activities and interpretations of the Classics have repeatedly created innovation of thoughts. (3)
Confucianism has enabled formation of political and mora subject and maintenance of socia
order, that is, formation of universal human character. Furthermore, (4) Confucianism is based
on monism of mind and body and its view of human beings and view of education consder
character building and knowledge building, and “knowledge’ and “ deed” (practice) asindivisible
unlike modern schools (modern knowledge) which is based on dualism of mind and body.
Modern school education, in this advanced media society, faces difficulties due to transformation
of human relationship and relationship between human and natural environment. The
significance of traditional East ASan education isthat it can indicate new direction to overcome
such issues of modern education.
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PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION OF
CONFUCIANISM IN VIETNAM

Pham Khanh Ngan
Deputy Head, Department Cultural Heritage of Vietnam

Confucianism was introduced into Viet Nam since the first century BC. Confucianism, aong
with the popular Kanji, has lead Viet Nam to the knowledge treasure of society and nature. It is
literature, history, philosophy, astronomy and medicine of the ancient Chinese.

1. The process of formation and impact of Confucianism

Vietnamese traditional belief has received Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism to create “Three
co-original religions’ (all of three religion from the same origin) and “Three converged
religions’ (all three religions in the same purpose). In addition, many factors of Confucianism
which were introduced into Vietnam, were assmilated by nationa cultural traditions, changesto
be suitable with Vietnamese culture.

* Thefirst element of Confucianism isastability-oriented trend.

* The second important factor is an appreciation of humanity.

* Thethird element isthe trend of appreciation of literature, culture and learned people.

* The fourth factor is loya thought for Kings: The Vietnamese is absorbent directly the loyal
thought from Confucianism based on available patriotism and national pirit.

With &l aforementioned features, it is said that Viethamese Confucianism remains its own
unique identity.

2. Cultural heritage associated with Confucianism in Vietnam

In the long-last history of Vietnam cultural heritage, Confucian cultural heritage is
characterized by both common colors of Vietnam cultural heritage and unique festures.

The Confucianism heritage sites are including 4 main types.

* The monument systems of Confucius worship: Temple of Literature, Van Thanh Temple,
Confucius Temple.

* The monument system s of successful graduates worship: Van chi, Tu chi, Tu vu, Nghe
temple.

* Schools, examination locations...

ME=Hetzzlol 129



130

* Temple, poem, Confucian scholar, philosophers, competition - examinations, tombs, tips,
dtatues ... related to the competition - examinations of the family, family.

3. Protecting and promoting the cultural heritage values associated with Confucianism

Facing the challenges of preservation and promotion of traditiona cultural values in genera
and Confucian cultural heritage in particular, we need to propose appropriate solutions to
prevent the destruction of these highly valuable cultural heritages.

3.1. Protecting activity

* According to DAl NAM THONG NHAT TRI, The Temple of Literature sysem of Vietham
under the Nguyen Dynasty had 28 temples from the centra to loca. Undergoing the ups and downs
of higtory, nowadays only 9 temples in provinces/cities have been ranked in nationad monuments.
Nowadays, beside ranking national monuments, Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism is
combining with provinces/cities to continue improving the criteriafor ranking nationa monument.

* The Confucianism cultura heritages have been interested and planned to renovate regularly
according to the budget of the National Target Program or local Expenditure and sociaization.

* In recent years, the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education - Training conducted on a program named “Building friendly schoals,
active students’, initialy received certain results.

3.2. The promotion of Confucianism cultura heritage values

* Focus on inventorying, identifying Confucianism cultural heritage value in promoting
traditions, good values of the nation and enhancing awareness of community about it today.

* In addition to promoting the inventory and identification of Confucianism cultural heritage
on a national range, centralizing to build common data store about Confucianism cultural
heritage, creating widespread network among schools, organizations, Confucianism cultura
heritage management services and other management units of cultura socid activitiesin centrd
and locdl, al make good condition for the preservation and promotion of Confucianism cultural
heritage vaue in the innovating period.

* Research and develop annual festival programs at monuments are to reserve the
quintessence, traditional cultura vaues, attract visitors coming to study and visit.

* Concentrate on training Han - Nom experts, who played a decisive role in the research,
collection, trandation, dissemination Confucianism cultura heritage.

* Strengthen international cooperation through UNESCO to exchange and receive assistance
from experts, advance skills and techniques to preserve and promote the values ??of the World
Memory Program and activitiesrelated UNESCO.
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PRESERVATION AND PROMOTION OF
CONFUCIANISM IN VIETNAM

Pham Khanh Ngan
Deputy Head, Department Cultural Heritage of Vietnam

Confucianism was introduced into Viet Nam since the first century BC. Confucianism, aong
with the popular Kanji, has lead Viet Nam to the knowledge treasure of society and nature. It is
literature, history, philosophy, astronomy and medicine of the ancient Chinese.

1. Theprocess of formation and impact of Confucianism

Vietnamese traditiona belief has received Buddhism, Taoism, Confucianism to creste “ Three
co-original religions’ (all of three religion from the same origin) and “ Three converged
religions’ (all three religions in the same purpose). Three religions support each other:
Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism take care about social organizations, human body and
spiritua human life, respectively.

Confucianism has existed and developed in Vietnam for 20 centuries. The inevitable presence
and higtory role of Confucianism in Vietnam are inseparable from formation and existence of
Vietnamese feudaism. Confucianism has meet requirements of the development of feudalismin
Viet Nam. Some advance aspects of Confucianism at thistime::

It creates the studious tradition, traditions of respecting teachers and learned people and mora
rules. Thus, the learned knowledge is cumulated, facilitated for maintenance and development.
Besde, it helps people know how to livein the cultura and ethica manner, care about others,

It crestes talent recruitment mechanism through exam. Regardless of poor or rich (farmers,
workers, solders....) if aperson studied good and passed the exam, he could be mandarin to help
country (in the West, during this period, the rank just transferred in the internal aristocratic
family, civilians hardly became a mandarin). Many people considered learning; examination as
the highest goa in their life. Due to it, al people in society respected serious and diligent
learning.

In addition, many factors of Confucianism which were introduced into Vietnam, were
assimilated by nationd culturd traditions, changes to be suitable with Vietnamese culture.

ME=HEEzlel 135



136

 The first element of Confucianism is a stability-oriented trend. For Vietnamese
agricultura culture, a desire for a stable life is along-lasting tradition. The need is to maintain
the stability not only in civilians but dso in court.

 The second important factor is an appreciation of humanity. Because it is the long
tradition of Vietnam agricultural culture, then during reception of Confucianism, the words
“politeness and reason” and “humanity” are favored most by the Viethamese.

« The third dement is the trend of appreciation of literature, culture and learned people. In
Vietnam society feuda period, literature activities are appreciated more than physical ones. The
authorities realized Confucianism in particular and “Literature’ in generd is atool to rule. The
civiliansjust saw thisisthe cultura tool, away to make agrest career.

« The fourth factor is loya thought for Kings. The Vietnamese is absorbent directly the loyal
thought from Confucianism based on available patriotism and national spirit. When occuring
the conflict between King and country or nation, the country or nation will be the determinant
factor.

With all aforementioned features, it is said that Viethamese Confucianism remains its own
unique identity.

2. Cultural heritage associated with Confucianism in Vietham

In the long-last history of Vietnam cultural heritage, Confucian cultural heritage is
characterized by both common colors of Vietnam cultural heritage and unique features.

The Confucianism heritage Sites are including 4 main types.

« The monument systems of Confucius worship: Temple of Literature, Van Thanh Temple,
Confucius Temple.

« The monument system s of successful graduates worship: Van chi, Tu chi, Tu vu, Nghe
temple.

« Schools, examination locations...

« Temple, poem, Confucian scholar, philosophers, competition - examinations, tombs, tips,
statues ... related to the competition - examinations of the family, family.

2.1. The Temple of Literature, Temple of Literature Lord and Temple of K’ ung-fu-tzu

To prove the importance of Confucianism, right from Empire of Ly (in the 11th century),
central government built a temple to worship K'ung-fu-tzu, the master of Confucian the Temple



of Literature in Thang Long Old Capita to transmit Confucianism to tranamit it to aristocracy
and nobles. Temple of Literature was to workshop K'ung-fu-tzu, who is considered the
“founder” of Confucianism and Confucian together with his students. Since the first temple of
literature founded in Vietnam in early 1070 (The year of Dog), following feudal empires decided
to build many other Temples of Literature in areas from the North to the South of Vietnam.
Located beside the Temple of K'ung-fu-tzu, there were many ones worshiped Doctors of
Confucian, who lead the exams in areas around the country. This symbolized for the dominant
thought in honoring nation’s tradition of eager to learn and venerating teachers.

Khue Van Cac (Temple of Literature - Hanoi) Van Thanh Temple (Hue city)

In the Le Empire, in order to honor the doctors ranking first positionsin the examsin Temples
of Literature, the Court directed to erect monuments naming them, who were known as “Taent
and Righteous People- the Country’s Power”. In 19th century, the Nguyen Empire Situated
Capita in Hue, directed to build National School and erect monuments for Doctorsin temples of
literature. It is said that in this empire, Confucianism was most highly appreciated and cared
about due to the birth of a large amount of temples of literature located in the capitals, towns,
cities around the world with generd principles. Son Tay Temple of Literature, Bac Ninh Temple
of Literature wastwo of them.

2.2. The System of Van chi, Tu chi, Tu wu, Nghe temple

These historica places used to be the worshiping sites of villages, communes. Also, alot of
cultural activities of to glory intellective men highly ranking in exams and encourage
Confucianigts studying was taken place here. According to a record of Department of Cultural
Heritages, historica places recognized as National Heritages include: 7 monuments of Van Chi,
3 of Tu chi, 50of Tuvu, and 3 of Nghe temple. Furthermore, amongst historical sites and temples
in Vietnam, many ones were to workshop merely K'ung-fu-tzu or local examiners highly
ranking in exams such as. Tran Temple (Nam Dinh), King of Le Temple (Nghe An), Mieu Cao
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(Nam Dinh), Lieu Nha - Van Thanh (Nam Dinh)... At the moment, there are not many these
kind of heritage dtes, they are mainly ranked as provincid level stes or inventoried, identified
vauesat locd to be protected by Law on Cultura Heritage.

2.3. Schools and Examinations

In thefeuda time, the empires organized 3 levels
of examination: Huong in localities, Hoi
Examination and Dinh Examination in central
levels. The “Examinations and Examiners in
Nguyen Empire’, examination compounds were
the same forms, made of unstable materids like
bamboo and would be pulled down after the

exams. However, examinaion compound was the

7|
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only dte to be carefully set up. As a result, they
seem to do not have architectural marks remaining but to be known asloca locationsin the cultura
and historical livessuch as: Trang Thi Street (Hanoi), Trang Field (Cam Giang - Hai Duong). Binh
Temple- location of literature discusson in Luy Lau ancient castle (Thuan Thanh - Bac Ninh)...

2.4. Temples, houses of worship dedicated to ancient scholars and sages

These are the monuments to worship famous
people came from competition-examinations in
their homeland or where they had great devotion
to education, or became illustrious mandarins
(such as Chu Van An, Le Van Thinh, Than Nhan
Trung...), especially for those who helped
Confucianism to be spreader and developed in

Vietnam, typically as: Si Nhiep. According to
records at the Department of Cultural Heritage, 148 temples, houses of worship and tombs of
Confucians have been ranked as nationa monuments.

A lot of Nom documents such as poems, odes, essays, diplomas, roya decrees, lacquered
boards, pairs of wood panels, stone steles, etc.. Have been collected and stored to research,
trandate, and disseminate as well as introduce in domestic and foreign. Currently, Vietnam has
four World documentary heritages recognized by UNESCO including 82 Doctord stone steles
in the Van Mieu (Temple of Literature) in Hanoi.



3. Protecting and promoting the cultural heritage values associated with
Confucianism

Facing the challenges of preservation and promotion of traditional cultura vaues in generd
and Confucian cultural heritage in particular, we need to propose appropriate solutions to
prevent the destruction of these highly valuable cultural heritages.

3.1. Protecting activity

« According to DAI NAM THONG NHAT TRI, The Temple of Literature system of Vietham
under the Nguyen Dynasty had 28 temples from the centrd to local. Undergoing the ups and
downs of history, nowadays only 9 temples in provinces/cities have been ranked in nationa
monuments. In particular, Temple of Literature in Hanoi and Hue are the largest Confucian
monuments system of Vietnam. The Temple of Literature system subsists: Xich Dang Temple of
Literature (Hung Yen), Mao Dien Temple of Literature (Ha Duong), Tran Bien Temple of
Literature (Dong Nai), Cao Lanh Temple of Literature (Dong Thap), Vinh Long Temple of
Literature Lord (Vinh Long)... Nowadays, beside ranking national monuments, Ministry of
Culture, Sports and Tourism is combining with provinces/cities to continue improving the
criteriafor ranking national monument.

« The Confucianism culturd heritages have been interested and planned to renovate regularly
according to the budget of the Nationa Target Program or local Expenditure and socialization.
The Temple of Literature in Hanoi was repaired periodicaly after 1945 and renovated totdly in
the period 1990-2000 with a cost of $ 1,000,000. Mao Dien Van Mieu in Hai Duong was
renovated in 2 years from 2000 to 2002. Van Mieu in Hue was renovated in 1994 with a total
budget of $ 100,000.

* In recent years, the Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education - Training conducted on a program named “Building friendly schoals,
active students’, initially received certain results. Each school is responsible for caring a
monument to contribute to raising awareness of the responghility to protect culturd heritage,
encourage studious spirit, preserve and respect morality from students' generations.

3.2. The promotion of Confucianism cultural heritage values
« Focus on inventorying, identifying Confucianism cultural heritage value in promoting
traditions, good values of the nation and enhancing awareness of community about it today.

Strengthening the document collection is to enrich the interior- exterior decoration of relics and
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create arange of activitiesto promote the value of the objects on display.

« In addition to promoting the inventory and identification of Confucianism cultura heritage
on a national range, centralizing to build common data store about Confucianism cultural
heritage, creating widespread network among schools, organizations, Confucianism cultural
heritage management services and other management units of cultural socia activities in central
and locdl, al make good condition for the preservation and promotion of Confucianism cultural
heritage vaue in the innovating period.

» Research and develop annual festival programs at monuments are to reserve the
quintessence, traditional cultura values, attract visitors coming to study and visit. Besides,
organizing activities, cultura - education activities taking place at the Temple of Literatureis a
form of protection and promotion of monuments in effective way in the current period, such as
organizing scientific seminars, introducing traditiona fondness for learning, teacher-student
mordity, honoring sage ....; offering incense to commemorate the occasion of the new school
year, meeting for discussion ....; reporting works, and commending and rewarding the high-
achieving students; activities of clubs: caligraphy, catru, poetry, ...

« Concentrate on training Han - Nom experts, who played a decisive role in the research,
collection, trandation, dissemination Confucianism cultural heritage. Training experts in the
field of conservation and establishing a network of links among organizations and individuals
who are interested in conservation research and promoting the value of cultura heritage of
Confucianism in the country and the international by appropriate forms, activities which have
sense of community, attracting socidization.

« Strengthen international cooperation through UNESCO to exchange and receive assistance
from experts, advance skills and techniques to preserve and promote the values ??2of the World
Memory Program and activities related UNESCO.

In summary, in the present stage of development, the positive cultural elements of
Confucianism is till continued to revived and enhanced perception by respecting, restoring
Confucianism heritage over the whole country. In the schools, the dogan “Learn virtuefirgt, then
literature” has been regarded as a fundamental guideline of education. In the context of
globalization, the cultural heritage is considered to be the most authentic expression of the
cultural diversity of each country, ethnic and Vietnam Confucianism cultural heritage with
distinct colors is unique stamp in the diversity of Vietnam cultura heritage during opening -
Integrating process, contributing to the colorful picture of the mankind cultural heritage./.
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Educational Heritage of India
with Special Reference to Buddhism

K.T.S. Sarao

Professor, Delhi University, India

Birth of Buddhism in the fifth century BCE let loose forces that resulted in far
reaching consequences in the field of education in India. As compared to caste—based
Brahmanical —Hinduism allowed access to people only of the upper castes, Buddhism
opened the doors of its Order to people of all castes including untouchables, Though
initially Buddhism was concerned with the education of novices and monks, but during
the course of time, especially with the rise of the Mahiydna, Buddhist monasteries
began methodically to undertake the education of the laity as well, Earlier, education
was imparted in India by individual teachers, These teachers worked on individual
capacity and in an unorganized manner, Buddhist monastic institutions were already
working as corporate bodies, Thus, when they grew into institutions of education, they
grew into corporate educational centres, It has been suggested that temple schools of
Brahmanical-Hinduism drew their inspiration from the monastic centres of Buddhism,
In the heydays of Buddhism, India monasteries were spread over the length and
breadth of India and as many as ten per cent of them are said to have imparted higher
education, Some of these monastic institutions grew into international centres of
learning such as the universities of Nalanda and Valabhl, These Buddhist universities
were either independent and self—sufficient university—townships or they were located
on the peripheries of urban settlements, By virtue of their location, these universities
enjoyed the benefit of peaceful environs, Though these academic institutions were run
and managed by Buddhists, they were neither sectarian in their attitude nor did they
teach only theological subjects, Apart from Buddhist philosophy, sufficient attention
was also paid to the study of the philosophy and logic of Jainism and
Brahmanical—Hinduism, Credit for the origin of organized public educational institutions
in India goes to Buddhism, Apart from this, Buddhism elevated the international status
of India through the popularity of its institutions of higher education which attracted

international students from far off places,
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Educational Heritage of India
with Special Reference to Buddhism

K.T.S. Sarao

Professor, Delhi University, India

Origin of Buddhism in the fifth century BCE released certain forces that resulted in
far reaching consequences in the field of education in India, Caste—based
Brahmanical —Hinduism allowed access to people only of the upper castes. As compared
to this, Buddhism opened the doors of its Samgha to all including the Stidras and the
candalas, Of course, some people such as slaves, government servants, debtors ete,
were not admitted so as not to affect the rights of third parties, While begging for
food the Buddhist monks and nuns also did not make any references to the castes of
people, The senior monks and nuns instructed the new monks and lay followers on
different aspects of the Dharma, Initially, these instructions were given orally, Even
after writing became known, it was quite a while before it became a part of the
academic curricula,

Though initially Buddhism was concerned with the education of novices and monks,
during the course of time, especially with the rise of the Mahayana, Buddhist
monasteries began methodically to undertake the education of the laity as well, The
Buddha's injunction for the proper training of every novice in the Vinaya and the
Dharma led to the educational developments in Buddhist monasteries, Two ceremonies,
the Pabbajja and the Upasampadd, were prescribed for those who wanted to enter the
Sammgha, The novitiate period began with the Pabbajja for which minimum age had to
be eight years old, For the Upasampada, which was given after the end of the novitiate
period, one had to be at least twenty years old, The novice, who selected a learned
person as his preceptor, was expected to beg his daily food though he was also allowed
to accept invitations for meals from laymen, The relationship between the novice and
his teacher was filial in nature and the two had confidence and affection towards each
other, He did a variety of manual work for his teacher and went with him as an
attendant when he former went on his round for begging or preaching, Besides
reminding constantly the novice of his vow of chastity, poverty, and abstinence from
pleasures, the teacher also helped him intellectually and spiritually through proper

lessons and discourses, He also took care of the novice during sickness and also
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assisted him in getting food and clothes, The needs of the teacher were to be as few
as possible and his life of simplicity was to be an example for the student,

Initially, Buddhist education was primarily meant for the monastics and hence was
meant largely for those who had either entered the Samgha or intended to do so, As
Buddhism considered existence in the samsira full of suffering and the way to
salvation was visualized by the renouncement of worldly life, As a result, Buddhism did
not show much interest in the education of those who pursued secular lives, However,
as time went by, the Buddhist Samgha ‘realized that it was necessary to win public
sympathy and support for the spread of Buddhism; this could be more successfully done
if the Buddhist monk could help the cause of education as was done by his theological
opponent, the Brahmana priest” (Altekar 1944: 228). Moreover, it was felt that the best
way to spread the Dharma was to undertake the education of the rising generation of
not only novices but also laity., Buddhism therefore threw itself head and shoulder into
the cause of the general education of the whole community from about the beginning of
the Common Era (Altekar 1944: 228-229),

Credit for the rise of organized public educational institutions goes to Buddhism
(Altekar 1944: 229). Earlier, education was imparted in India by individual teachers,
These teachers worked on individual capacity and in an unorganized manner, Buddhist
monastic institutions were already working as corporate bodies, Thus, when they grew
into institutions of education, they grew into corporate educational centres, It has been
suggested that temple schools of Brahmanical—Hinduism drew their inspiration from the
monastic centres of Buddhism (Altekar 1944: 229). In the heydays of Buddhism, India
monasteries were spread over the length and breadth of India and as many as ten per
cent of them are said to have imparted higher education, Some of these monastic
institutions grew into international centres of learning such as the universities of
Nalanda and Valabhi, These Buddhist universities were either independent and
self—sufficient university—townships or they were located on the peripheries of urban
settlements, By virtue of their location, these universities enjoyed the benefit of
peaceful environs,

One important feature of the Buddhist colleges and universities was that though they
were run and managed by Buddhists, they were neither sectarian in their attitude nor
did they teach only theological subjects. Apart from Buddhist philosophy, sufficient
attention was also paid to the study of the philosophy and logic of Jainism and
Brahmanical —Hinduism, Xuanzang is said to have spent over two—fifth of his time in
the study of the philosophy and logic of Brahmanical-Hinduism in different Buddhist
educational institutions in India, It is noticeable that the education in Buddhist

educational institutions was not restricted merely to the study of theology, philosophy,



and logic, but subjects such as medicine, law, astronomy—cum-—astrology, Sanskrit
literature, and polity were also taught to enable lay students to secure a government
job or take up useful and scholarly pursuits in society, As books were fragile and
costly, mostly students learnt their texts my heart, One good advantage of committing
texts to memory was this came in handy in debates, But Buddhist education was not
exactly confined to the mindless cramming of texts, ‘Reasoning and analysis formed an
important part in the method of teaching. what critical foreign students like Xuanzang
and Yijing admired in their Indian teachers was not their keen memory, which stored
numberless texts, but their remarkable powers of explanation and exposition” (Altekar
1944: 231), However, innovation was not neglected as a matter of principle, though it
appears to have come a little later in life, Another important feature of the Buddhist
education was that students received individual attention and a typical teacher at
universities such as Nalanda had only about ten students under his care,

As religion played an important role in the life of a typical ancient India, inculcation
of the spirit of devotion, piety, and religiosity in the minds of students was considered
an important goal of education, It was hoped that by doing so, the spiritual aspect of
human personality would get strengthened which would help the student in
withstanding life’s material temptations, However, the aim of such training was not to
tempt the student to become a wanderer by giving up his home, Only a very small
number of students took a vow to remain life—long brahmacarins,

Development of high moral character was another aim of ancient Indian education so
that a student’s feeling of good will towards the society is strengthened, The very
environment that existed in the educational institutions was directed at inculcating a
high moral character, A student remained under the direct and personal supervision of
his teacher who supervised not only his intellectual progress but also his moral
behaviour, Character was built up partly by the influence of direct injunctions, partly
by the effect of continued discipline and partly by the glorification of the heroes, held
in the highest reverence by society (Altekar 1944: 11-12), The aim was to train the
student to be the custodian and torch—bearer of the culture of his society as the
society's welfare depended on the proper performance of his duties towards it, “One is
impressed by the deep concern that was felt [in the ancient Indian education] for the
preservation and transmission of the entire literary, cultural and professional heritage’
(Altekar 1944: 17). Emphasis laid in the ancient Indian education system on reverence
towards teachers and elders, obedience to parents, and gratitude to the heroes of the
past also contributed towards the preservation of the best traditions of the past,

Growth and development of self—confidence was another aim of ancient Indian

education, An ideal student subsisted by begging his daily food and poverty did not
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depress him, His needs were to be few and hence the state and society took care of
them, Ancient Indian education also laid emphasis on the inculcation of self—discipline,
simplicity, and self—restraint which were also considered important for the enrichment
of a student’s personality, So were encouraged the powers of discrimination and
judgement for the development of proper personality,

Another aim was the inculcation of civic and social duties so that he may
conscientiously and efficiently perform his householder's duties of a son, husband, and
father, He was also taught to inculcate the virtues of charity and hospitality, The
educational system also aimed at the promotion of happiness and social harmony and
efficiency and happiness which were expected to be fulfilled through the appropriate
training of the rising generation in the wvarious fields of knowledge and professions,
“Education was not imparted merely for the sake of culture or for the purpose of
developing mental and intellectual powers and faculties, Indirectly, though effectively,
it no doubt promoted these aims, but primarily it was imparted for the purpose of
training every individual for the calling which he was expected to follow: By-
promoting the progress of the different branches of knowledge, arts and professions,
and by emphasising civic duties and responsibilities on the mind of the rising
generation, the educational system contributed materially to the general efficiency and
happiness of society’ (Altekar 1944: 16).

One important feature of ancient education system was the ftradition of public
debates. The youths received training to question the traditional views and theories in
religion and philosophy, These debates, that were more like intellectual wrestling, were
a constant part of the lives of scholars who engaged in debates not only at their own
assemblies but also at the royal courts as well as the Sraddha and marriage ceremonies
with the debaters receiving parting gifts depending upon each scholar's performance
(Sinha, 1993: 1-10, 68, 70),

Another important feature of ancient Indian education was the Gurukula system,
Such a gystem required the student to stay away from his home, The student was
expected to either stay at the house of his teacher or in an established boarding house,
It has been mentioned in the Jatakas that students often left homes as early as at the
age of fourteen or fifteen i,e., when they were old enough to look after themselves,
“The recognition of the importance of association and imitation was one of the main
reasons for the great emphasis laid on the Gurukula system, Direct, personal, and
continuous contact with a teacher of noble character naturally produces great effect on
the mind of the scholar during the pliable period of childhood and adolescence, The
close association with elderly scholars, who had made progress in education and won

the applause of their teachers, naturally induces the new entrants to imitate their



example  (Altekar 1944: 16), It had become fashionable that students educated at home
lacked the advantages of school discipline and training and hence were inferior to those
who were educated in a Gurukula,

Majority of the Gurukulas were located in the neighborhoods of human habitations,
teachers usually being householders, However, universities such as Nalanda combined
the advantages of both the town and forest life as they were independent educational
settlements, where arrangements were made for the lodging and boarding of students
who flocked in hundreds and thousands, In the Jatakas (e.g. the Tittira Jataka) we
have references to teachers following a tradition of leaving cities like Barapasl and
retreating to the Himalayan forests for the purposes of being free from the distractions
of urban life,

As Buddhism was competing with Brahmanism and Jainism it underwent the three
major changes consisting of (a) the adoption of Sanskrit as the medium of instruction
and debate: (b) rapid expansion of the curriculum that came to include secular subjects
such as medicine, astronomy and mathematics etc, as a successful missionary had to be
a well—informed and socially useful person; and utmost attention began to be paid to
dialectics, logic, and epistemology in instruction as well as the production of scholarly
literature (Guruge 1990: 29), This type of expansion of the system of monastic
education gave birth to major institutions, such as Nalanda and Valabhil, where aspiring
scholars from different parts of India and abroad could receive instruction and do
research, Three Chinese pilgrims, Faxian, Xuanzang, and Yijing, who paid visits to
some of these educational institutions between the fifth and the seventh century CE,
talk of them as centres of educational and literary activity that were maintained
through grants and endowments made by both the royalty and the laity,

Xuanzang's account of Nalandd, where he was a student, shows that it was a
full—fledged university with schools of studies, admission and examination procedures,
a complete system of academic administration and requisite facilities such as libraries
and lecture halls, 1500 teachers catered for 10,000 students who studied 100 different
subjects including philosophy, grammar, astronomy, and medicine (Dutt 1962: 329).
When Yijing, another Chinese Buddhist monk, visited here in 673695 CE, there were
eight colleges with 300 rooms and 3500 students, At the time of King Harsa (c.606—648
CE), the University is reported to have owned 200 villages that it had received as
grants (Dutt 1962: 329). The reputation of institutions such as Ndlanda can be gauged
from the fact that imposters claiming having graduated from here were received with
veneration, Nidlandd was one of the world's first residential universities with
dormitories for students, During its golden days, the university attracted scholars and

students from ags far away as Tibet, China, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Turkey, Greece,
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and Greater Persia, The title acdriya (equivalent to modern doctorate) was conferred
upon those of outstanding academic achievements and who had mastered the five
sciences i.e., grammar and philology, medicine, logic, metaphysics, and fine arts (Dutt
1962: 323). “During its long and memorable lifespan Nalanda, though functioned
primarily as a Buddhist university, also accommodated and trained countless individuals
from diverse backgrounds including Buddhist and non—Buddhist, the novice and wise,
the young and aged, the religious and secular, Indians and foreigners alike’ (Phuoc
2012: 59). The library at Nalanda University was an immense complex where students
and teachers produced copies of texts meticulously, The librarian was not only
responsible for maintaining the materials but also for guiding readers in their studies
(Patel and Kumar 2001: 4), The library of Nalanda University followed a cataloguing
scheme which was possibly based on a text classification scheme developed by the great
Sanskrit linguist Paninl (Patel and Kumar 2001: 4), According to Yijing, Valabhi
University was equal to Nalandad in status, The university imparted education in both
religious and secular subjects. The government hired graduates of this university for
important positions (Dutt 1962: 329). Universities such as Nalanda, Valabhl, and
Vikramasila had their translation departments where the different texts, particularly
the sutras, were translated into different languages such as Tibetan, These universities
also sent missionaries to neighboring countries, They received royal grants for the
acquisition and copying of manuscripts, Most remarkably, besides the Buddhist kings,
Brahmanical —Hindu kings also supported these educational institutes,

The Buddhist nunneries become derelict during the early centuries of the Common
Fra, Buddhist monasteries grew into institutions of international reputation only after
this period and hence women were not able to receive any benefits of the instructions
imparted in them, Despite this shortcoming, the most important contribution made by
Buddhism to ancient and medieval Indian society was the establishment of educational
institutions and the improvement of literacy, Apart from the fact that credit for the
origin of organized public educational institutions must be given Buddhism, it also
elevated the international status of India through the popularity of its institutions of

higher education which attracted students from as far as Korea and China,
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TheVdueof Korean Seowon asWorld Hertage

Lee Sang-Hae
Emeritus Professor, Sungkyunkwan University, Korea

Thiswriting isto show what excellent and universal values Kored's Seowon holds to inscribed
on theworld cultura heritageli<.

Seowon was atertiary education ingtitution built in a country village from the late 16th century
as a stronghold for Confucian literati scholars (Sarim) who emerged a dominating power while
Neo-Confucianism took root in Korea as a governing ideology of the Joseon Dynasty. They
pursued the well-rounded education by building the academy in a location they regarded as
ideal. There were three types of learning in the academies. First, rites were performed on a
regular basis to venerate a great teacher or other sages and emulate their commendable
achievements. Second, literati learnt from the reading and study of the Confucian classics left
behind by deceased teachers who were well-versed in Confucianism. What was important in this
memoria rite and study is to take alesson away from them to interndize it, discipline the minds
and turn the lesson into action. Last but not least, literati learnt from relaxation to revive both
body and spirit .This means that they leant how to enjoy the nature and explore the principles of
changes in nature free from any tension one might fed while learning, and to revive spirit.

Most of spaces in a Seowon were for these three types of leaning: a memorid rite, study and
relaxation. In a nutshell, these spaces can be classified in accordance with its own purpose
dedicated for a memoria rite to be held to honor deceased great scholars, for studying and
reading the Confucian classics, and for relaxation aong with other spaces to support the rites and
study with facilities and the surrounding area.

There are scores of remaining Confucian academies spared from the damage in 1871 when
Regent Heungseon ordered to destroy all Confucian academies and shrines except for 47
locations (27 Confucian academies and 20 shrines), namely Sosu Seowon in Yeongju, North
Gyeongsang; Namgye Seowon in Hamyang, South Gyeongsang; Oksan Seowon in Gyeongju,
North Gyeongsang; Dosan Seowon in Andong, North Gyeongsang; Pilam Seowon in Jangseong,
South Jella; Dodong Seowon in Dalseong, Daegu; Byeongsan Seowon in Andong, North



Gyeongsang; Museong Seowon in Jeongeup, North Jella and Donam Seowon in Nonsan, South
Chungcheong. The nine Seowon that have applied for the status of world heritage hold the
following excellent and universa vaues.

1) “Kored's Seowon” isan important heritage since it is an evidence to tell peoplein East Asa
exchanged their ideas regarding Confucianism.

2) The nine “Korea's Seowon” which made application for world heritage are the major
heritages that represent the philosophy and ideas of the Neo-Confucianism in detalls.

3) “Korea's Seowon” is a great example that shows ideas and activities related to
Confucianism have il lived on.

4) The nine “Korea's Seowon” which made gpplication for world heritage are an excdllent
example that structures on which Confucianism was reflected and the landscape are well
harmonized.

5) “Korea’s Seowon” is physically and directly related to ideology, rites, religion and
traditional culture based on the Confucianism of the Joseon Dynasty.

6) “Korea's Seowon” fulfills requirements as a Seowon of the Joseon Dynasty and still is well
reserved till now, showing ahigh leve of integrity.

7) “Korea's Seowon” shows sincerity from the perspective of space formation, structure
layout, scenery, design and views.

8) “Korea's Seowon” is a brilliant example that shows the philosophy and ideas of the Neo-
Confucianism in details. Its sincerity and integrity intensify the outstanding values that this
heritage has.

The nine “Korea's Seowon” that have applied for the status of world heritage are equipped
with qualifying conditions to meet (ii), (iii), (iv) and (vi) criteria, to be inscribed on World
Heritage, suggested by Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultura and Natura
Heritage.

(i) Seowon of the Joseon Dynasty are important heritages that prove Neo-Confucian ideas
were exchanged in East Asiaduring the middie ages.

They played an important role in helping Neo-Confucianism to take root in Joseon and to
come into blossom. They were amain private educationd institute, becoming the cradle of Neo-
Confucianism which was introduced to Joseon and transformed itself into a Korean version of
Neo-Confucianism. A harmony between structures and nature, and architectural beauty with
modest and moderate style seen in the Joseon’s Confucian academies were the product of
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interaction among the world views, learning, and Koreans' views against nature that Neo-
Confucianism vaued.

(iif) With 400-year history, Seowon took root in Joseon, serving as outstanding evidence that
the tradition of Neo-Confucianism has ill lived on.

Seowon embody the cultura tradition based on Neo-Confucianism given that Joseon’s Seowon
was a school for well-rounded education intended to the Confucian literati scholars (Sarim);
served as a stronghold for the scholars who had been nurtured through well-rounded education;
solidified the bonds among the clan members or people with same family name; and worked as
aloca cultura center, and played a criticd role in creating public discourse. Such Seowon isthe
epitome of theliberal arts, society, cultura tradition which Neo-Confucianism wasin favor of. In
Korea, there are more than 600 Seowon throughout the nation, which still pursue the social
activitiesand rites as aliving heritage that Neo-Confucianism claims.

(iv)Joseon’s Seowon, which demongtrated that they were influenced by Neo-Confucianism’s
world view, are a specia example to show the academy buildings and the surrounding scenery
can be blended as an ensemble.

Confucian literati scholars (Sarim) who spearheaded the academy construction took
consderation of the geographica features in order to bring harmony to structures and the naturd
views nearby the academy during the construction. Since they vaued the unity of heaven and man,
it isjust natural that Seowon were located in a place with a fantastic surrounding view. The nine
Seowon which applied for world heritage registration are the main examples of types of
surrounding natura views and locations that can be classified into four depending on the geologica
locations. stream, river, mountain and night views. Thanks to such locations, these academies
dlowed Confucian literati scholars to experience unity of heaven and man amost every day since
the academy was formed with its own unique style and formation like relaxation, study and rite
Spaces to ensure the harmony between nature and structures. It demonstrates that location, space
formation and structure layout have a strong rel ationship with the surrounding scenic views. Above
al, natura views surrounding academies are well blended with the structures on a canvas,
reveding the region’s characterigtics. In this sense, those nine academies can fal into a specia
category of architecturd ensemble where one should regard academy structures and surrounding
scenery asawholeto fully appreciate their beauty.

(vi)As a private education facility, the Seowon during Joseon Dynasty is directly and
noticesbly related to Confucian ideology, academic activities, ritua practices, religion and living
tradition.



Seowon were a pivot for loca culture and reformation and left behind many relevant books
and literatures, serving as a publisher and library which produced, distributed and spread books.
Ancient books, documents and woodblocks that remain at the academies can be supporting
material s to confirm the management of Seowon and intelligent activities back then. A document
that described names and the number of rite items kept at academies gives a glimpse of the old
lifestyle.

Seowon are a place where rites, the most important activity in Confucianism are vigoroudy
practiced. Kored's Seowon have maintained the unprecedented tradition of holding a memoria
rite for the deceased. Thus, these academies were the stage of action for Confucian literati
scholars (Sarim) and were awitness of the region’s history of mentality and moral culture. Since
such valuable proof itsdlf is an intangible cultural heritage and represents the spirit of scholars as
living tradition, the essences of Confucian culture have remained in Korea's Seowon.
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