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Introduction to Korean Seowon
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Korean seowon (private Confucian academies) are educational heritage that
performed a core function of providing private higher education during the
Joseon era (1392-1910). They were established by the regional Confucian
literati based on the philosophy of Neo-Confucianism. Unlike its predecessor,
the Goryeo Dynasty (918-1392), Joseon upheld the unity of religion and
politics based on Neo-Confucianism. While Neo-Confucianism was taking
firm root in the Joseon era, private academies called seowon, established
by Confucian literati, known as sarim, became the crowning glory of literati
culture. Indeed seowon represent the gist of East Asian Confucian culture and

the quintessence of the Confucian literati culture of the Joseon era.

The first academy of the Joseon era, Baegundong Seowon (AEAZbt), was
established in Sunheung, Gyeongsang Province in 1543 by Ju Se-bung (1495-
1554), then Punggi-gun magistrate. Under the initiative of Yi Hwang (1501~
1570), Baegundong Seowon received its official royal charter in 1550, along
with a new name, Sosu Seowon (#Bf&&Bz), becoming the first ever chartered
academy in Korea. From then on, more academies were built nationwide,

establishing themselves as the vanguards of Joseon society leadership.

In 1871, Heungseon Daewongun, the regent of Joseon during King Gojong's
younger years, abolished most academies and shrines, keeping only 47 (27
academies and 20 shrines). The nine academies covered in this book were not
abolished at this time and preserved the function and character of seowon.
Accordingly, they have outstanding value as a cultural heritage; they are
well protected and maintained even now. These nine academies are: Sosu
Seowon in Yeongju, North Gyeongsang Province; Namgye Seowon in Hamyang,
South Gyeongsang Province; Oksan Seowon in Gyeongju, North Gyeongsang
Province; Dosan Seowon in Andong, North Gyeongsang Province; Piram
Seowon in Jangseong, South Jeolla Province; Dodong Seowon in Dalseong,
Daegu Metropolitan City; Byeongsan Seowon in Andong, North Gyeongsang
Province; Museong Seowon in Jeongeup, North Jeolla Province; and Donam

Seowon in Nonsan, South Chungcheong Province.

Seowon education aimed to provide a well-rounded education to produce a
“whole person” of sincere character, the ideal sought by Neo-Confucianism.
The seowon education system was based on jangsu (&f&), which sought
to cultivate learning in concentration and to develop oneself physically and

mentally. Seowon, or private academies, pursued jangsu education through
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Location of Korean Seowon
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The kind of landscape a seowon was established in depended on the conditions the principal sponsors and initiators
of seowon construction wanted for their seowon site. As seowon were places to cultivate oneself in seclusion, Neo-
Confucian scholars avoided constructing seowon in proximity to other non-Confucian buildings. A seowon’s location
must be suitable for cultivating oneself in seclusion. The site should be far from the noise and bustle of secular life, but

not placed too deep in high mountains and deep valleys. It must have farmland and a river nearby.

For those reasons, seowon were located in secluded areas away from busy cities and in areas of beautiful scenery
where mountains and rivers were in harmony. Neo-Confucian scholars deemed such places appropriate for reading
books and cultivating oneself in seclusion. It was even better if the site had a mountain behind it, a river in front of it
and ansan, scenic mountains in the distant foreground. Ansan were the mountains students saw and pondered every

day while at the seowon. The view in front of the seowon must conform to the ideal Confucian landscape.

One other condition of serious consideration was that a prospective seowon site must have a tie or connection to
a past sage, usually a place where the sage was born, grew up, nurtured students after retirement, served as a

government official, was exiled to, or was buried; any place with a connection to him or his achievements.
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25M¥ Sosu Seowon
BHEE GFA =5H AHMZ 2740
2740 Sobaeng-no, Sunheung-myeon, Yeongju-si, North Gyeongsang Province

[N 36° 55" 21", E 128° 34" 56" ]

=AM Namgye Seowon
BHEE YT +5H AMYEZE 8-11
8-11 Namgyeseowon-gil, Sudong-myeon, Hamyang-gun, South Gyeongsang Province

[N 35° 32" 5457" , E 127° 46" 59.91" ]

2MAME Oksan Seowon

BHEE AFA AL SN 216-27

216-27 Oksanseowon-gil, Angang—eup, Gyeongju-si, North Gyeongsang Province
[N 36° 0" 42.44" , E 129° 9" 47.46" ]

Z4tA ¥ Dosan Seowon
YRR ASA EAH EAMAEE 154
154 Dosanseowon-gil, Dosan-myeon, Andong-si, North Gyeongsang Province

[N 36° 45" 35" | E 128° 45" 18" |

Lot ¢ Piram Seowon
Hlge T SEH UYMYUZ 184
184 Piramseowon-no, Hwangnyong-myeon, Jangseong-gun, South Jeolla Province

[N 35° 18" 3851", E 126" 45" 6.24" ]

EZSM% Dodong Seowon
A 282 7 XH FAXME 726

726 Gujiseo-ro, Guji-myeon, Dalseong-gun, Daegu Metropolitan City

[N 36" 06" 25", E 128 33" 10" ]

YA @ Byeongsan Seowon
BHEE OFEAl SHP HAHZ 386
386 Byeongsan-gil, Pungcheon-myeon, Andong-si, North Gyeongsang Province

[N 36" 32" 38", E 129" 11" 28" |

24M# Museong Seowon
HMEEE YSA AT X1 34
34 Wonchon-1-gil, Chilbo-myeon, Jeongeup-si, North Jeolla Province

[N 35° 60" 16", E 126° 98" 37" ]

=LA Donam Seowon
SHET =LA A 2137 26-1
26-1 Im-3-gil, Yeonsan-myeon, Nonsan-si, South Chungcheong Province

[N 36° 12" 31.53", E 127° 10" 51.15" ]
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Main Sage: An Hyang (1243-1306)
Established in 1543

Located At 2740 Sobaeng-No, Sunheung-Myeon,
Yeongju-Si, North Gyeongsang Province

Historic Site No. 55 (Designated on January 21, 1963)

Major Cultural Heritage: Portrait of An Hyang (Korean
National Treasure No. 111); The Banner Pole Supports
Retrieved from the Suksusa Temple Ruins in Yeongju
(Korean Treasure No. 59); Daeseong Jiseong Munseon
Wangjwado, Painting of Confucius and his Disciples
(Korean Treasure No. 485); Portrait of Ju Se-bung
(Korean Treasure No. 717); The Shrine of An Hyang
(Korean Treasure No. 1402); and the Lecture Hall
(Korean Treasure No. 1403)
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Sosu Seowon originated from a shrine and Baegundong Seowon that Ju Se-bung (1495-1554), then Punggi-gun
magistrate, established in 1543 to enshrine the Confucian scholar An Hyang (1243-1306). Under the initiative of Yi
Hwang, the academy received an official royal charter and was renamed Sosu in 1550, making it Korea's first chartered
academy. With the outstanding beauty of the surrounding landscape, Sosu Seowon displays the typical setting of
Korean seowon. Sosu Seowon became a model for other Korean academies with its rituals and protocols becoming

representative of Korean seowon.
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Namgye Seowon

Summary
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Main Sage: Jeong Yeo-chang (1450-1504)
Established in 1552

Located at 8-11 Namgyeseowon-gil, Sudong-myeon,
Hamyang-gun, South Gyeongsang Province

Historic Site No. 499 (Designated on May 26, 2009)
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Full view of Namgye Seowon
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Namgye Seowon was established in 1552 to honor the scholarship of Jeong Yeo-chang (1450-1504). It was the
second academy established in Korea, Sosu Seowon being the first. Namgye Seowon received its official royal charter
in 1566. It was reconstructed on its present site in 1612. “Namgye” refers to the stream flowing in front of the seowon.
By placing the study area in front and the ritual area in back, Namgye Seowon displayed the typical seowon layout of
the Joseon era. Namgye Seowon propagated Confucian ethics in order to reunite public sentiment which had declined

in the late Joseon era. Accordingly, Namgye Seowon provides the best example of edifying the regional populace.
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Oksan Seowon

Summary
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Main Sage: Yi Eon—jeok (1491-1553)
Established in 1573

Located at 216-27 Oksanseowon-gil, Angang-eup,
Gyeongju-si, North Gyeongsang Province

Historic Site No. 154 (Designated on March 8, 1967)

Major Cultural Heritage: Dongnakdang House (Korean
Treasure No. 413); Book Collection of the Yeoju Yi Clan
Family in Oksan (Korean Treasure No. 524); Samguk—
sagi (The Chronicle of Korea’s Three Kingdoms)
(Korean Treasure No. 525); Haedong Remains, a
Collection of Korea’s Noted Calligraphy Works (Korean
Treasure No. 526); Yi Eon—jeok Sugobon llgwal, a
Collection of Manuscripts Hand-written by Yi Eon—
jeok (Korean Treasure No. 586)
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Full view of Oksan Seowon
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Oksan Seowon was established in 1573 to enshrine Yi Eon-jeok (1491-1553), a noted Neo-Confucian scholar of
Korea. Receiving its official royal charter in 1574, the academy became one of the most noted academies in the
Yeongnam region. In the vicinity of the academy lies Dongnak-dang(#B44), Yi Eon-jeok’s study and mountain villa.
As the academy was close to the villa where Yi Eon-jeok dwelled in retirement, a clan village was established in the

neighborhood. The geometric layout of Oksan Seowon harmonizes well with its natural surroundings.
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Confucian scholar of the Joseon era

Confucian educational tradition, development

2 740
Hwang established in 1561. It received its official royal charter in 1575 and was renamed Dosan Seowon. It

and an academic model for virtuous scholars. Dosan Seowon was established in 1574 behind Dosan Seodang, a small
of scholastic lineage, academy rituals, and architectural layout in harmony with the landscape. The academy still
performs the function of Joseon academies by disseminating Confucian values through its training sessions targeting

Dosan Seowon was established to enshrine Yi Hwang (1501-1570), a noted Neo

is one of the most prestigious academies of Korea in terms of its Neo

the general public.
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Full view of Dosan Seowon
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Historic Site No. 170 (Designated on May 28, 1969)
Major Cultural Heritage: Jeongyodang Hall (Korean
Treasure No. 210); Sangdeoksa Shrine and the Triple
Gate (Korean Treasure No. 211); Dosan Seowondo,
Painted by Kang Se-hwang (Korean Treasure No. 522)

Located at 154 Dosanseowon-gil, Dosan-myeon,
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Main Sage: Kim In-hu (1510-1560)
Established in 1590

Located at 184 Piramseowon-no, Hwangnyong—
myeon, Jangseong-gun, South Jeolla Province

Historic Site No. 242 (Designated on April 23, 1975)

Major Cultural Heritage: Piram Seowon Munjeok
llgwal, Literature Collection at Piram Seowon (Korean
Treasure No. 587)
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Full view of Piram Seowon
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Piram Seowon was originally established in 1590 to honor Kim In-hu (1510-1560) under the name “Kim In-hu
Seowon”in Gisan—ni, Hwangnyong-myeon, Jangseong-gun, South Jeolla Province. It was later incinerated in a war in
1579 and restored in 1624. It received its official royal charter in 1662 and was renamed Piram. In 1672, the academy
was relocated to its present location. As headquarters of the Honam scholastic lineage, Piram Seowon performed a
central role in formulating the public opinion of the Confucian literati in North and South Jeolla Provinces. The academy

building layout features a lecture hall in the front part of the study area and facing the ritual area.
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Summary

B LAY (LW, 1454~1504)

Al 16054

Fa UTEYA 22 XU FXMZ 726
A Hl4882 (2007 102 52 X|H)

z2 2o
oY SENY ST, MY, B (i

ERER PEZ WE, g, 28 H3502)

Main Sage: Kim Goeng-pil (1454-1504)
Established in 1605

Located at 726 Gujiseo-ro, Guji-myeon, Dalseong-
gun, Daegu Metropolitan City

Historic Site No. 488 (Designated on October 5, 2007)

Major Cultural Heritage: Jungjeongdang Lecture Hall,
Shrine and Wall (Korean Treasure No. 350)
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Dodong Seowon was originally established in 1568 under the name Ssangye Seowon to honor the scholarship and
virtues of Kim Goeng-pil (1454-1504). The academy was reconstructed at its present location in 1604 under the
name Borodong Seowon(F5&5EZERR). It received its official royal charter in 1607 and was renamed Dodong. The term
“dodong(G&E)"means “The Way of Confucius has come to the East.” The overall architectural composition and layout
are normative, and spatial organization is excellent. The setting of the academy and its building layout are in splendid
harmony with the natural landscape unfolding in front of the seowon, revealing the typical spatial organization of

Korean academies.
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41 Introduction to Korean Seowon | Byeongsan Seowon
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Byeongsan Seowon

Summary
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Main Sage: Ryu Seong-nyong (1542-1607)
Established in 1613

Located at 386 Byeongsan-gil, Pungcheon-myeon,
Andong-si, North Gyeongsang Province

Historic Site No. 260 (Designated on March 31, 1978)
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Byeongsan Seowon was originally established under the name Pungak Seodang. It was relocated to its current
location in 1572 by Ryu Seong-nyong (1542-1607). By establishing Jondeoksa Shrine in 1613 to enshrine Ryu
Seong-nyong, it was transformed from a village school to an academy. In 1863, it received its official royal charter and
was renamed Byeongsan. The elevated veranda of Mandaeru Pavilion creates an architectural space that imparts a
Neo—-Confucian perspective of nature, uniting nature and architecture as one. Stepping onto the elevated veranda, one

can experience a rare gem of Korean seowon architecture, which seeks the unity of Heaven and Man.
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43 Introduction to Korean Seowon | Museong Seowon
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Main Sage: Choe Chi-won (857-7)
Established in 1615

Located at 44-12 Wonchon-1-gil, Chilbo-myeon,
Jeongeup-si, North Jeolla Province

Historic Site No. 166 (Designated on December 19,
1968)
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Full view of Museong Seowon

Museong Seowon originally began as Taesansa(ZLLiid) Shrine, established during the Goryeo era to honor the
scholarship and virtues of Choe Chi-won, a magistrate of the region. In 1615, Taesan Seowon was established by
merging Taesansa Shrine and Hyanghakdang(#£%), a family school of Jeong Geug-in (1401-1481). In 1696, it
received its official royal charter and was renamed Museong. Museong Seowon was established within a village by
a regional government official for the purpose of promoting learning to the townspeople. The academy edified the

regional populace through rites and music.
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45 Introduction to Korean Seowon | Donam Seowon
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Summary
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Main Sage: Kim Jang-saeng (1548-1631)
Established in 1634

Located at 26-14 Im-3-gil, Yeonsan-myeon, Nonsan-
si, South Chungcheong Province

Historic Site No. 383 (Designated on October 18, 1993)

Major Cultural Heritage: Eungdodang Lecture Hall
(Korean Treasure No. 1569)
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Donam Seowon was established in 1634 to honor the scholarship of Kim Jang-saeng (1548-1631). It received its
official royal charter in 1660. Originally established in Summal, Haim-ni, Yeonsan-myeon, it was relocated to its
current location in 1881. Donam Seowon was the center of ritual studies during the Joseon era. By publishing the
literary works, books of ritual studies and printing blocks it owned, the academy spread knowledge and information to
the literati of the Hoseo region, functioning as a regional cultural center. Its lecture hall, Eungdodang, was designated

as a Korean treasure for its architectural value which strictly adhered to the ritual studies of Kim Jang-saeng.

i

/.

.

e

\
-

N

L

\
.

e

NI

T
\\Q\\ 4

i
wa
=
=

©

B 097w rQ oX N oM 0o
- 1o o¥ R

02
R LY
il

Jal
=}
N
B

ey

I

SRR Bg
i
T

Eie—
g

o4 /% =
a [H—
mm{/u,o;

ox
oLy
o

(o]

{ora
r




47

222 ux|

Landscape and Location
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In the academies of the Joseon era, students not only studied while honoring
ancient sages but also cultivated themselves while nourishing their spirit
in the vastness of nature. Accordingly, academies were located in remote
mountainous areas and by murmuring brooks or flowing rivers. The Confucian
literati, principals of academy establishment, sought places where rivers or
streams ran through mountain valleys so that students could commune with
nature. These places were deemed to have the locational requirements that
would provide the proper environment to realize the educational objectives of

Neo-Confucianism.

Located in such an ideal setting, an academy arranged its buildings so there
would be mountains behind it, flowing water in front of it, and beautiful
mountains in the distant front. Neo—Confucian scholars of the Joseon era
believed such surroundings provided the proper environment for reading
scriptures and cultivating one’s whole being. Academy buildings were laid out
so the surrounding landscape was visible from inside the compound. In this
way a building’s inner space and outer space were mutually complementary.
To this end, an open architectural space was created in which people could
become one with nature. The selection of such locations and an academy’s
architectural space were attempts to express the principle, “unity of Heaven
and Man,” which Neo-Confucianism sought. The goal was to provide students

with views and scenery that allowed them to experience this unity in daily life.

As can be seen, the location, spatial organization and building layout of
seowon are strongly tied to the natural surroundings. By establishing an
academy on a site, the natural landscape becomes a part of the architecture,
and the character of the site is more clearly revealed. In this respect, Korean
academies of the Joseon era belong to a category of architecture that can be
properly understood only when the architecture and the surrounding natural

environment are seen as a whole.
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Valley Landscape Location
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Jukgye stream flows by Sosu Seowon, and across from the seowon are the Chwihandae pavilion and a forest.
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Landscape and Location | Sosu Seowon AU YR | AseME 54

A/t Chwihandae pavilion
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Jukgye stream flows to the east of the seowon, and Gyeongnyeomjeong and the Chwihandae pavilion are located

on the opposite side of Jukgye stream.

XA HI2H2 7 Jukgye stream seen from Gyeongnyeomjeong pavilion 483 Gyeongnyeomjeong pavilion EfHX|  Takcheongji pond
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Field Landscape Location
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Namgye Seowon is located on hilly terrain at the ridge and of Mt. Yeonhwa, looking over the Namgye plain.

HAE
w7 Nemgye Seowon
o Nemgeng River
Nemgye Seowon

o



57 Landscape and Location | Namgye Seowon AL AX | HAMY 58
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Standing on top of a hill, Namgye Seowon looks over the Namgang River;

fields and mountains are visible in the distance.



Landscape and Location

LYARZSE  In front of the inner triple gate

HISLFZE  Crape myrtle

Of2isiat Z043F Aeryeonheon balcony and red plum blossom



Landscape and Location | Oksan Seowon
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Oksan Seowon
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Valley Landscape Location
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Jagye Stream flows in front of Oksan Seowon and the seowon looks out toward Mt. Jaok in the distance.
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MM QIO Z S2E XA Jagye stream running in front of Oksan Seowon SAAR QXA Jagye stream in front of Oksan Seowon
MIACH - Sesimdae rock SLATR OF LZHIY

QILFRL}E]  Single log bridge A great, flat rock located in front of Oksan Seowon
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65 Landscape and Location | Oksan Seowon A

g2 m XSS et = SAMAIR KZ Oksan Seowon looks toward Mt. Jaok SMAIRIS| A Four seasons at Oksan Seowon
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The river forms a deep pool in front of Dosan Seowon where it flows quietly.
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69 Landscape and Location | Dosan Seowon ZEUAUX | ZAME 70
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Cheongwang unyeongdae terraced
cliff and Sisadan

S

An old road to Dosan Seowon

L=AMAIRITE AJAFEE - Dosan Seowon and Sisadan monument pavilion



71 Landscape and Location | Dosan Seowon AL AX | EAMY 72
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Plum blossoms seen from
East Gwangmyeongsil
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Jeongudang pond and Jeorusa garden
located within the Dosan Seodang compound

MM JZ Full view of Dosan Seowon
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Field Landscape Location
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Piram Seowon is located on flat terrain with a field stretching out in front, and having Wolseon Peak in the distance.
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75 Landscape and Location | Piram Seowon | TrMH 76

'Lof(EkR) SAL7FMAZIHEZ A rock inscribed with “piram,” literally “writing brush rock.”



77 Landscape and Location | Piram Seowon ZAD Y QX | mWOIMY 78
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SI12 XZ  Full view of Hwagyeonnu gate-pavilion

21012 £I0FS Back yard of Hwagyeonnu
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Located on the foothill of Mt. Daeni, Dodong Seowon looks out over the Nakdong River in the distance.
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81 Landscape and Location | Dodong Seowon AL LUK | EBMY 82
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Dodong Seowon faces northeast from the foot of Mt. Daeni and looks out over the Nakdong River and mountains in the distance.




83 Landscape and Location | Dodong Seowon ZUUUX | ESMY 84

AFROA B2t 2 Y52t Nakdong river seen from the shrine A 92 T X2tk Terrapin-shaped rock located across from the seowon
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Mountain Landscape Location
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Byeongsan Seowon looks out over the Nakdong River and Mt. Byeongsan on the other side.
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Landscape and Location | Byeongsan Seowon

HAAIE £ Sunset over Byeongsan Seowon
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The Nakdong River runs to the west in front of Byeongsan Seowon. The sun setting toward the
west reflects off the river flowing through the high mountain peaks. Illuminated by the setting

sun, the Nakdong River and Mt. Byeongsan dazzle brilliantly in bluish green.

The Nakdong River running in.front of Byeongsan Seowon and the foothills of Mt. Byeongsan
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Landscape and Location | Byeongsan Seowon
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In late evening the changing colors of the mountains touch our heart,
and we bond with the spirit of the mountains and rivers in silent

communion.
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Field Landscape Location
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The scene in front of Museong Seowon is of private residences surrounded by nature.

Museeng Seowen
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Landscape and Location

Museong Seowon

& &Z  Museong Seowon covered in snow
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95 Landscape and Location | Museong Seowon

EfAAE XIS 21 F1 Front view as seen from the roof of Taesansa shrine
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Field Landscape Location
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Leaning against the low hills of the Nonsan Plain, Donam Seowon looks out over the field in the distance.
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Landscape and Location | Donam Seowon
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Landscape and Location

Donam Seowon

AFR01A 2 ZZ  Front view as seen from the shrine
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Yangseongdang, Donam Seowon’s lecture hall, was the cradle of cultivating one’s inner nature as advocated by Kim Jang-saeng.
It meant that scholars residing in the seowon’s eastern and western dormitories must cultivate their inner nature based on a life of

reverence and righteousness. Looking up to the ridges of Mt. Gyeryong, they must have ceaselessly practiced cultivating their inner
nature and the affinity for benevolence taught by their teacher Kim Jang-saeng.
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ions so ;he architectural space blends
a structure to facilitate contemplation. This
re_rizier itself to be an object of appreciation;
i elf is not meant to be viewed from outside. Rather,
intended t6 éncourage the act of looking out from inside the
l-, 1 ' 4 G r L o . ' ' ! m_ire and appreciate nature. Some major pavilions of this type
Pungyeongnu at Namgye Seowon, Mubyeonnu at Oksan Seowon, Suwollu
a't Dodong Seowon, Hwagyeonnu at Piram Seowon, Mandaeru at Byeongsan
Seowon and Hyeongaru at Museong Seowon.
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of the surrounding landscape, thereby honoring their existence. These names

/ Relaxation Area

_olE3t Tt A A ST Y were impregnated with Neo-Confucian philosophy, helping onlookers to
» , e . - lag ' T AE Y] 7239 encounter nature in diverse ways. By personifying nature in this way, these
,."]‘_'P.I B R e pavilions created a space where Heaven and Man, consisting of the same

elements, coexisted, and the value of an individual could be confirmed in the
world. This style of architecture is a prime characteristic of Korea’s seowon
architecture. In this distinctive space, the Confucian scholars of an academy

and noted visitors socialized while composing poems.
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105 Relaxation Area | Sosu Seowon
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107 Relaxation Area | Sosu Seowon SABZ | AdME 108

ZFIBtCQF OFF 8t =7 Chwihandae on the bank of Jukgye stream EfHX| Takcheongji pond
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FBICH Q= Front elevation of Chwihandae

'ZAFHIR  Gyeongja rock engraved with the character "Reverence(#t)"
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Relaxation Area | Namgye Seowon
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Z  Namgye Seowon seen from Suwollu
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Of2IBI0A] LICHE & Z  The front view as seen from inside of Aeryeonheon 02181 &Z  Full view of Yeongmaeheon and Aeryeonheon

OfEd?d QF AX|  Lotus pond in front of Aeryeonheon balcony O, 025! /= Front elevation of Yeongmaeheon, Aeryeonheon
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Oksan Seowon

HE msi2 Mubyeonnu pavilion

HEFE spepg Yeongnangmun gate

M|AICH #02 Sesimdae rock
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2MAMRII A2 Oksan Seowon and Mt. Jaok
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Oksan Seowon is located on a great, flat rock by Jagye Stream that runs in front of it. Sesimdae rock is also here, its name meaning “to

wash the mind with cascading water from the falls and pursue scholarship while communing with nature.”

SLAIR O XIAZE  Jagye stream in front of Oksan Seowon K22 Yeongnangmun gate
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&= 2nd floor plan of Mubyeonnu
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SHZ1Z HHE  1st floor plan of Mubyeonnu

TOIHOA HIZF 2 2EHZE - Mubyeonnu seen from Guindang lecture hall

SHEZ L2 Interior of Mubyeonnu SPHE0A b2t 2 &3 View from Mubyeonnu HEZ FHZ AIE S2E FH

Geumcheon stream running between Yeongnangmun and Mubyeonnu FHZ 2/HE  Front elevation of Mubyeonnu
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APAE

1 EEEH X#E Cheonyeondae cliff

2 MEARIU xrzws

Cheongwang unyeongdae terraced cliff
3 78—?—%* FAYE Jeongudang pond
4 E—?—M‘ gikit Jeorusa garden

5 %xl_.l ZR Mongcheon spring

6 S iz Yeoljeong well
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EAMMEOIA B0lE BRARRF ML Jeorusa garden and Jeongudang pond in the Dosan Seodang compound

HZ2IL  Cheongwang unyeongdae terraced cliff
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Yi Hwang made a|rectangular pond at the far east end of the Dosan Seodang area
and planted lotus. Naming the pond Jeongudang, he dug a spring called Mongcheon

to the east of Jeongudang. Uphill from Mongcheon he planted plum trees, bamboo, pines and

chrysanthemums, which he regarded as the “four friends,”

and gave it the name Jeorusa (Ei%&iit).
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ERAt  Jeorusa garden @ EAAE GEOFE Front Yard of Dosan Seodang




129 Relaxation Area | Piram Seowon

I1 @)
TA|

Piram Seowon

for
re
4
q_‘wﬁ"

sX#€ Hwagyeonnu pavilion-gate

=Y,
S 7 a\\\HHH HH‘

,r

”&'Zﬂ%

?‘i!, l__l l

‘—'Tnlnna.ﬂ_iq__-

FAS

UM

130




131 Relaxation Area | Piram Seowon FABZH | UMY 132

21120t §HY Hwagyeonnu and Cheongjeoldang
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012 X AZF | andscape around Hwagyeonnu
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“Hwagyeon” refers to the scholastic attitude of a gentleman, to be just and open-minded to all things. Song Si-yeol

named the pavilion “Hwagyeon” as he had admired this quality in Kim In-hu.

51012 510 Name plaque of Hwagyeonnu so12 9
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= Front elevation of Hwagyeonnu
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Dodong Seowon

Relaxation Area
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1st floor plan of Suwollu

Study area seen from Suwollu
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AR QtO 2 Higf 2 MZ  Front view as seen from the shrine

ESAE FH ZE Landscape around Dodong Seowon

S

The Nakdong River runs west in deep watercourses,

and a small frog-shaped island sits across the river, a part of the seowon’s landscape.
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Byeongsan Seowon

1 DICHE w4948 Mandaeru pavilion




AL RIS CHRFSH EZ  Various scenes of Byeongsan Seowon
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OICHZ0A HE2} 2 A Mt. Byeongsan seen from Mandaeru

Devoid of walls or windows, Mandaeru pavilion is fully open between the pillars, allowing one to joyfully appreciate views of

the Nakdong River and Mt. Byeongsan, resembling a landscape painting on a 7-panel folding screen.
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Museong Seowon

_5-_47|'—?— #%28 Hyeongaru pavilion-gate
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7k2 ®Z  Full view of Hyeongaru
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Relaxation Area | Museong Seowon

Full view of Hyeongaru gate—pavilion

The front view from Museong Seowon’s Hyeongaru is not a scenic landscape but a village of private
residences. The name “Hyeonga” comes from a passage in the Analects of Confucius, which says, “To
perform ritual music is to edify the public.” Thus, the view from Hyeongaru is a village, representing the

people.
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Donam Seowon
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MAZ0M 2 EAR  Donam Seowon seen from Sanangnu
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gé of

2 conference
“students report
a set period in front
irmation of their degree
nswer session. The lecture hall
. | 'e‘lacr.\ievement of each student was

£ ti/l'e lectures.

f F?bays in front, although there are variations. In a
all, the three central bays had a wooden floor, while the bays
+ ad heated floors. Facing the lecture hall, the room on the right is
U |edlby the president, while the vice president resides in the room on the
;ft. The wooden-floored area of the lecture hall was for jangsu education (to
cultivate learning and virtues). This is where students and teachers engaged
in seminars and discussions and where ceremonies related to education were

performed.

As a living space where students resided and read books, dormitories
consisted of a wood-floored hall and rooms with floor heating. Dormitories
usually consisted of two buildings, an eastern and a western dormitory facing
each other, and a courtyard in between. Dormitories were built on lower land
and on a smaller scale than the lecture hall, reflecting the hierarchy of Neo—

Confucianism.

In terms of the layout of the lecture hall and dormitories, most academies
placed the lecture hall in the rear of the study area and the dormitories in front
of the lecture hall. However, in some academies, the lecture hall was placed ir

front of the study area, and the eastern and western dormitories

close to the shrine.
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Study Area | Sosu Seowon
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Sosu Seowon
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HEY ppe Myeongnyundang lecture hall
.OEIHIH B##E Ilsinjae dormitory
&E':!TH BEAZE )ikbangjae dormitory

SFX =578 Hakgujae dormitory
KIZIXH =44 jirakjae dormitory

ZEMZE s=rg jangseogak library
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Study Area | Sosu Seowon

Interior of Myeongnyundang
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Myeongnyundang lecture hall

Sosu Seowon’s lecture hall, Myeongnyundang, is four bays wide and three bays long.

It is aligned on a north—-south axis and faces east.
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ZIEIXY, LA HHE  Floor plan of llsinjae, Jikbangjae ZIHIAY, YAIRY B Cross section of llsinjae, Jikbangjae
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S| ZAZ 2 001 LLIXHL} ZEIXY  Ilsinjae and Jikbangjae were established as a single, connected building. ZJYExf, UAIXH IHE  Front elevation of llsinjae, Jikbangjae
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Ilsinjae and Jikbangjae were respectively office space and a dormitory for the president,

professors and administrators of the seowon.

XIEtHoAf Hf2k= LAA - llsinjae seen from Jirakjae XHO AFEE % &4 An old foundation stone used for construction of the llsinjae
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| | | |
SHAX P, XIEXH Q/HE  Cross section of Hakgujae and front elevation of Jirakjae
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| | | |
B-B' 8}AX QJBHE, |2t EHHE  Front elevation of Hakgujae and cross section of Jirakjae

SR X2 &1 Full view of Hakgujae and Jirakjae

SIS} XI2A  Hakgujae and Jirakjae X|2IAHOfA B2t 2 5 ZZ  The wall and its surroundings seen from Jirakjae
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Myeongseongdang lecture hall
% Yangjeongjae dormitory

Z75 Boinjae dormitory

ZZE g5iRRa Printing blocks repository
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&5 HZ  Full view of M gseongdang i
& & Full view of Myeongseongdang HYY ME X Ceiling structure of Myeongseongdang
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HYG HE  Front elevation of Myeongseongdang HYG HHE  [ongitudinal section of Myeongseongdang
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In front of the lecture hall, to the right and left of it, stand the eastern dormitory, Yangjeongjae,

and the western dormitory, Boinjae, facing each other.

QFI EZ  Full view of Yangjeongjae

Q™I Yangjeongjae dormitory

QHI YHE  Front elevation of Yangjeongjae
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Cross section of Yangjeongjae

QHI HHHE 2 Longitudinal section of Yangjeongjae
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HOIX  Boinjae

Boinjae and the surrounding area
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The eastern and western dormitories are both two bays long. Adapting to the naturally

inclined terrain, an elevated veranda is constructed on the lower side.
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SAE

1 TG Guindang lecture hall
2 RITLXH sk Mingujae dormitory
3 U mez Amsujae dormitory

4 EMIZY wiges Printing blocks repository

5  ZAZ @ Scripture repository
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Q15 HHE  Floor plan of Guindang TIE HEHE 1 Cross section of Guindang

The buildings that make up Oksan Seowon’s study area are neither grand

in scale nor extravagant. Built with a disciplined and simple grace, they

well reflect the Neo—-Confucian world view. The lecture hall, Guindang, s : i ——

FOI LIAOFZ0A 20l X=24 Mt. Jaok seen from the wood—-floored hall of Guindang doesn’t have a toekan (covered floor extension) in the front, which is a 0o 1 2 3 sm

common structure in other seowons. In addition, the two small rooms at

- . . . QI HEE 2 itudi 1 i
both ends of the building have no windows in the front, giving them a v Longitudinal section of Guindang

somewhat closed feeling.
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Tl 22 Exterior of Guindang TLOIE LS Interior of Guindang I Q/HE  Front elevation of Guindang
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Kz HHE  Floor plan of Printing blocks repository FHZE EHAHE 1 Cross section of Printing blocks repository Z2ZHEHE 1 Cross section of Scripture repository Z2HEHHE  Floor plan of Scripture repository
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AN

Dosan Seowon

ra

J._I'_':or HHE Jeongyodang lecture hall
2 I:L!'QIFIH #4925 Bagyakjae dormitory

3 29X am Honguijae dormitory

4 SEYHA mwmE East Gwangmyeongsil library
5 AMZHA mxsm= west Gwangmyeongsil library
6 T2} wmimm Printing blocks repository

7  EMMNY mume posan Seodang

8 2l mEme Nongunjeongsa dormitory
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With the Jeongyodang built on a raised foundation in the center, the eastern and
western dormitories stand in the front yard facing each other in a symmetrical

layout. This gives Dosan Seowon’s study area a standard seowon layout.
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Full view of Jeongyodang
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Bagyakjae is the eastern dormitory of Dosan Seowon.
It was used as a residence for students along with the western dormitory Honguijae.
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AEZEFHE 1 Cross section of Printing blocks repository
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Kz HHE  Floor plan of Printing blocks repository

AEzE HHHE 2 Longitudinal section of Printing blocks repository

S MEYA  East and West Gwangmyeongsil
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On both sides of Jindomun, the main gate of Dosan Seowon, are East Gwangmyeongsil
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and West Gwangmyeongsil, in close proximity to the seowon compound wall. In these

two buildings, books bestowed as royal gifts, book read by Yi Hwang, and the collected 2N

writings of scholars, both inside and outside of Yi Hwang's lineage, are kept.

ZHEtzE - Printing blocks repository AEZEQIME  Front elevation of Printing blocks repository
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In 1557 when Yi Hwang was 57 years old, he secured land south of Mt.
Dosan to build a school. He leveled the ground in 1558 and finished

the construction of Dosan Seodang in 1560.
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EMAE HEHE Floor plan of Dosan Seodang

ZMAIE ERE 1 Cross section of Dosan Seodang
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Nongunjeongsa is eight bays wide, and the floor plan is in the shape of “I”. Yi Hwang named the space
in front of Nongunjeongsa “Gwallanheon”. That was where scholars could rest while appreciating the
scenery. The room where scholars studied was called “Siseupjae”, and the room for sleep was “Jisungnyo”.

This layout reflects how importantly Yi Hwang regarded the balanced study of mind and body.
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Cheongjeoldang, Piram Seowon’s lecture hall, does not face the gate-pavilion at the entrance of the seowon,

but it faces the shrine, Udongsa. This unique feature reflects its emphasis on venerating past sages, a distinctive

characteristic of this seowon.

2 Zel87t Study area as seen from the wood-floored hall of the lecture hall, Cheongjeoldang
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In front of the western dormitory, Sunguijae, lies Gyeongjanggak. It preserves the
ink—drawn bamboo painting bestowed by King Injong, adding prestige to Piram

Seowon.

Z&2ZHHPE 2 Longitudinal section of Scripture repository
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Ipgyodang lecture hall
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The term “lpgyo” from the lecture hall Ipgyodang means “to establish the

teachings of past sages that Confucian students should learn.”
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XLzt Printing blocks repository

Kz WHE  Floor plan of Printing blocks repository

ZEZE QI Front elevation of Printing blocks repository
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Placing Gangsujae dormitory in a separate area gives the seowon a more open feeling despite the limited interior space. 2T FLE  Gate to Gangsujae 2T 2B Front elevation of Gangsujae
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gable end studs to block rain and wind, as well as narrow eaves under the gable end

Eungdodang at Donam Seowon is a lecture hall located within the study area, along with
Yangseongdang. Eungdodang is five bays long and three bays wide. The gable roof has

studs, like a toekan (an extended floor for a porch).
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The printing blocks repository is three bays long and two bays wide and has a half-hipped roof.

It has an interior wood floor and a variety of printing blocks are stored on shelves, including the writings of Kim Jang-saeng.
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The spirit gate is the main gate to the ritual compound and divides the study
area and the ritual area. As the spirit gate is located at the innermost area of the
seowon, it is also called the inner gate (naemun) as opposed to the outer gate,
which is the main gate of the seowon. The spirit gate is also called the inner

triple gate (naesammun) as it consists of three bays.

Neo-Confucian scholars thought that through the rituals of honoring the
scholarship and virtues of past sages enshrined in the shrine, they could have
students learn and reaffirm the right direction in life. In addition, in the Joseon
dynasty which cherished Confucianism as the state ideology, seowon greatly
contributed to the edification of regional customs and secular rituals based on
the exemplary scholarship and virtues of the sages enshrined there. Memorial
rites provided an opportunity for a sage’s disciples and descendants to resolve
to pass on the sage’s spirit and to strengthen their solidarity. In other words,
through memorial rites, seowon performed the function of communi

in which the scholastic virtues and righteous acts of past sages were ¢

and the Confucian spirit and culture emphasizing ri r|t

and firmly established. -
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Ipjae at Sosu Seowon Seongsaengnye Jipsa bunjeong Sachuk at Sosu Seowon Jesu geunbong Jinseol
at Dodong Seowon at Oksan Seowon at Byeongsan Seowon at Museong Seowon

The Significance of the Memorial Rites Offered at Korean Seowon

“Memorial rites” refer to offering rituals of veneration, usually in spring and fall, to past sages whose spirit tablets are enshrined in the seowon’s shrine. The memorial
rites of Korean seowon embody a concrete practice of the propriety of Confucianism in the form of rituals. Through these memorial rites, academies perform the function
of social education by honoring the scholarship and virtues of former sages and by spreading the spiritual culture of Confucianism. The teachings and values of past sages

are still passed on through these memorial rites offered by their disciples and descendants. The Confucian tradition of Korean seowon is safeguarded well.

Procedures for Memorial Rites

Each seowon established its own Ritual Script (Holgi) according to the interpretations of rites by the main or subordinate sages enshrined there or their disciples. This
resulted in slightly different procedures for each seowon. Recognizing that each academy has slightly different procedures for memorial rites, the biannual rites of spring
and autumn basically consist of the following steps: Bunhyangnye, where incense is offered; Jeonpyerye, offering sacrificial goods; Samheonnye, where wine is offered;

Eumboksu-jorye, where the officiant partakes of wine and meat; and Mangnyorye, where the eulogy and sacrificial goods are burned.

1. Preparation of Memorial Rites

The officers in charge of the seowon gather to have a meeting. At this meeting they select the officiants and attendants to perform the rite. Then they draw up the manggi,

letters of appointment, and send them out by courier or by mail.

1) Preparation of the sacrificial food Ritual wine to be used for the memorial rite is brewed in advance. The administrators and officers in charge of the rite visit the
nearby market a few days beforehand to secure the sacrificial food.

2) Ipjae (A7) Before the actual memorial rite, the administrators, academy officers, pre-appointed officiants and ceremonial attendants
gather in the academy’s lecture hall.

3) Seongsaengnye (H#i®), It is a ritual to inspect the quality of the sacrificial animal, and also called “Gamsaengnye ($44i%)” or “Ganpumnye (Efi%).”

inspection of the sacrifice

4) Jipsa bunjeong (BFES7E), At this step ceremonial attendants are selected, other than the three pre-appointed officiants, the eulogist and the master of
selection of ceremonial attendants ceremonies.

5) Sachuk (&ii), The eulogist opens the doors to the shrine, and a wine officiant writes the eulogy at the shrine. Upon completing the eulogy, it
composition of the eulogy is shown to the first wine officiant for approval and then is stored on the left of the incense table.

6) Jesu geunbong (£FEH), Officiants and attendants move the sacrificial food into the shrine and put them into various ritual containers. The food
respectful sealing of the offerings offerings placed in the containers are all symbolically sealed with a strip of paper on which “Respectfully sealed” is written to

prevent any contamination.

7) Jinseol (BE:%), Rutual vessels are arranged according to certain rules. They have different names according to their shapes and size. Rice
arrangement of food offerings is placed in a vessels called bo, which is placed to the left (east) of the spiritual tablet. Millet is placed in a vessel called
gwe, placed to the right (west) of the spiritual tablet. 4 Vessels called byeon, used for presenting dry offerings such as dried
jujube dates, deer jerkey, chestnuts, and dried fish are placed to the left of bo. 4 Vessles called du, used for presenting moist
offerings such as salted fish, salted deer, watercress and radish are placed to the right of bo. A vessel called jo, holding the
sacrificial meat is placed in front of bo and gwe at the center of the ritual table, with three liquor goblets and saucers arranged

in front.



243 Ritual Area | Summary M=zt | QoF 244

2. AL 2. Memorial Rite
SIALS o7 | ™ o1 OfoF HAIS 2 B0 20 MM M2 HE ok o401 MS2E sttt ShAbs T e MR el TdiaME M2 27((Hi0) S dSote (8% 22 AR, Before the memorial rite, the officiants and ceremonial attendants gather at the lecture hall and offer bows to each other; this is called sangeumnye. The memorial rite

begins with the master of ceremonies reading the procedures written in the Holgi (Ritual Script).

1) F¢l @D Hel= A2 LEE AR E BE MHO| AR 20l Lt B {0 A XHH] = ZtAte] K22 LiZHT,
2) B8 (EL) BT ARHEBE)C] 22 10} ASIFHOIA S M B 22| S5r2 sHsiC) 1) Chwiwi (%) Chvv|W|brefers t'o' all attendants taking their positions. All participants offer two bows in front of the shrine and then return to their
respective positions.
|2 i ZTRO| IO HES S2|= FHAL0|CH U MM = ML | St i, . . - . . . . . S
3) THE (R%H#) | A0 HES S2i= FX0I0. 27 MAUME G201 | t 2) Bunhyangnye (&%) The first wine officiant, with the help of the usher, offers the incense three times in front of the spiritual tablets as an invitation to
4) =) (Rt AHHO| MO HSO2 $1XfBH= 0jlo|Lt. the spirits to attend the ceremony.
5) S (&) &2 XA 2e| AZ0M SES ol BOA0L ZES Herh 3) Jeonpyerye (2%i#) The first wine officiant offers the spiritual goods to the spirits before the spirit tablets. Some academies omit Jeonpyerye and
proceed directly to the next step of Choheonnye.
6) OFs12| (FEkkTE) OF12H0| AI|F0f| HAZISH= Of| O[T
4) Choheonnye (F)iki#) The first wine officiant offers the first goblet to the spiritual tablet.
7) B9 (REk) SO A0l SHESH= 0f|O0]Ct,
5) Dokchuk (&) The eulogist kneels on the floor, to the left of the first wine officiant, faces the east, and reads the eulogy.
8) 2= (FrigEis) XOIHO| HEZ S52(0f LIOZ MESH0] £10] Sefet 21t 28 StE= 00|C
6) Aheonnye (TEEkE) The second wine officiant offers the second goblet of wine.
9) HHE (HED) HUFE TME MES S8k Q0IE, t=0| MYt £58 23 87|= WS Yol
7) Jongheonnye (&) The third wine officiant offers the third goblet of wine.
10) Y22 (2k%i#) Y= Z22 7E0[0 27{Lt El*= ofjo|Ct,
8) Eumboksu-jorye (EXia= fEi&) or The first wine officiant receives blessings on behalf of all participants. He proceeds to the place designated for eumbongnye,
Eumbongnye facing the west, and partakes of the drink and meat the spirits have enjoyed.
9) Cheolbyeondu (&E=Z) The slight move of the byeon and du by the eulogist at this procedure signifies the removal of the sacrificial food.
10) Mangnyorye (21%i&) In this procedure the first wine officiant burns or buries the eulogy in a pit.
LZAAR BEAL 39 AAR SN Bt SR SIAF HIH | ES N N ESSE | AN SAL 2 AR BEAF OB
Chwiwi at Dosan Seowon Bunhyangnye at Sosu Seowon Jeonpyerye at Oksan Seowon Choheonnye at Sosu Seowon Dokchuk at Namgye Seowon Aheonnye at Sosu Seowon
FEAME AL S CEME S SE EAIR S HEE
Jonghyeonnye Eumbongnye Cheolbyeondu
at Museong Seowon at Dodong Seowon at Donam Seowon

3. Ending the Memorial Rite

When the memorial rite is over, participants gather to examine and evaluate the conduct of the rite. Afterward they read an abbreviated version of the Village Codes, and
[BREX] HHots FAR HSARAR), B MAS2(ERATR)S ST MSAZE 2L 25 ZY0l| 20] (W) Y230 He SUGEN)S ot

X
< partake of the food. Then the sacrificial food is divided equally between the participants to take home.
S| (riRig) S St 12|10 202 A ASE HMES LHEFE EX(Hp)24 0|2 S (L
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Ritual music Dodonggok
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ISR The shrine dedicated to An Hyang
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A =5 Dodonggok ritual music is sung at Sosu Seowon’s memorial rites

A1 AT Al Aol E5 20 HODBH A7} Qlek. T AlelA £ 4 gl Bl
ol FAgO] 15418FF 300 412 99l A7 AP Holet.

The memorial rites of Sosu Seowon has a procedure to sing a ritual song titled Dodonggok. This procedure is only observed at Sosu Seowon.

Dodonggok is a verse-song in the style of Gyeonggi-chega composed by Ju Se-bungin 1541.

28EHE HHE  (Cross section of the Shrine dedicated to An Hyang at Sosu Seowon
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Memorial Rites at Sosu Seowon

I A7
Ipjae, gathering of the ritual participants

LIS ag
Jinseol, arrangement of food offerings

el i

Bunhyangnye, offering incense

el R
Jongheonnye, offering the third and
last goblet of wine

HAZE B1ESE AtZ Bif

Jipsa bunjeong, selection of ceremonial Sachuk, composition of the eulogy
attendants

&= =E2ds

Sangeumnye, offering bows to each other The ritual music Dodonggok is sung

ESaE) v =% #Eil

Choheonnye, offering the first goblet of wine Dokchuk, reading the eulogy

22 Ligig Ifxf gE4
Mangnyorye, burning the eulogy and Pajwa, end of the gathering

the spiritual goods

Mg 5

Jesu geunbong, reverently sealing the offerings

He Bifs

Chwiwi, all attendants taking their positions

OF212i| Zzfsting
Aheonnye, offering the second goblet of wine
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Memorial rite at Sosu Seowon
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Namgye Seowon’s ritual area, established on higher terrain, is not large in size but forms an independent area. This arrangement
signifies respect for past sages. Buildings associated with the memorial rites include the Shrine and Jeonsacheong. Other structures
related to the memorial rites include a stone pillar on which to place the washbasin, a torch stand, a stone lantern and a stone altar for

inspecting the sacrificial animal, all of which are well preserved.
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Memorial Rites at Oksan Seowon

21T A7 Yy Ltig EHAEE BIESDE Az Bl
Ipjae, gathering of the ritual participants Seongsaengnye, inspection of the sacrifice Jipsa bunjeong, selection of ceremonial Sachuk, composition of the eulogy
attendants

‘ T

M2 & K2 =7 5 95 Hl gt 23 RAEE
Jesu geunbong, reverently sealing the offerings Reading the ritual script (Holgi) Chwiwi, all attendants taking their positions Bunhyangnye, offering incense

A2 ke =5 Bl OF212| ZERfig 12 #gtig
Choheonnye, offering the first goblet of wine Dokchuk, reading the eulogy Aheonnye, offering the second goblet of wine Jongheonnye, offering the third and

last goblet of wine
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Eumbongnye, partaking of the sacrificial food Mangnyorye, burning the eulogy Pajwa, end of the gathering

and drink

AFROIA B2 2 & F

The front view as seen from the shrine
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gkt | oh TR0 =4St KIZHS  Ritual participants arriving at Dosan Seowon
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Dosan Seowon’s memorial rites are offered to honor the scholarship and virtues of Yi Hwang. They have preserved an archetype of

traditional ritual culture for 400 years. They are offered at Sangdeoksa shrine every spring and fall on the “Jungjeong” day of the second

and eighth lunar months.
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Memorial Rites at Dosan Seowon

2/ AZ g grtie HAMEE BEDE Al Bl

Ipjae, gathering of the ritual participants Seongsaengnye, inspection of the sacrifice Jipsa bunjeong, selection of ceremonial Sachuk, composition of the eulogy
attendants

M2 KRG Ll fRag 27| 5 9= N wtz
Jesu geunbong, reverently sealing the offerings ~ Jinseol, arrangement of food offerings Reading the ritual script (Holgi) Chwiwi, all attendants taking their positions

28t & A2 AtE Z o1 #hie =22 trigig
Bunhyangnye, offering incense Choheonnye, offering the first goblet of wine Jongheonnye, offering the third and Eumbongnye, partaking of the sacrificial food
last goblet of wine and drink

2o L HISA RAE =S54 gligig Ifzf gk
Mangnyorye, burning the eulogy Jegongsa, evaluating the conduct of the rite Eumbongnye, partaking of the sacrificial food Pajwa, end of the gathering
and drink by all ritual participants
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Piram Seowon
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Piram Seowon inspects the sacrificial animal aroun'd‘the Gyesaenghbi stele
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Piram Seowon’s Udongsa shrine was originally established in 1590 but it burnt down in 1597 during the second Japanese invasion. It was relocated and reconstructed in
1624 to Jeungsan—-dong, Piram-ni, Hwangnyong-myeon. In 1672 it was moved to the current site. It was repaired in 1926, and greatly expanded in 1941. The shrine and

the walls are well preserved and maintained retaining their original features.

B3 | BAMNY 270

PEAFHBHE Cross section of Udongsa
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REALLIE  Interior of Udongsa

L&Al Exterior of Udongsa
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After a memorial rite, Piram Seowon divides the food offering between the participants,
and then a lecture is given by the first wine officiant. This is different from other seowon
which usually discuss and evaluate the conduct of the rite. The first wine officiant of
Piram Seowon talks about an hour on any theme he chooses, which may include the

life story of its enshrined sage, Kim In-hu.

37H | HYMH 272

PSALYHE

Front elevation of Udongsa
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Dodong Seowon
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E=EAI8 AF2  Shrine at Dodong Seowon

AR EHHE  Cross section of Shrine
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Y2 Inner triple gate

AR L2 Inside of Shrine
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Mural 1 inside the shrine, A Tall Pine in Snow Mural 2 inside the shrine, A Boat on a Moonlit River
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YR ZEAL Jondeoksa of Byeongsan Seowon

ZEAFEHE  Cross section of Jondeoksa
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ZEAFUE  Inside of Jondeoksa LEo2 Q2= A Stairs leading onto the inner triple gate

LIAH20A Bi2F 2 & Mt. Byeongsan seen from the inner triple gate
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ZLAFEHE  [ongitudinal section of Jondeoksa
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* 2 E 3 e ] g I s i FHAMRC 71 Autumn at Museong Seowon
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EfAAF EFHE Cross section of Taesansa
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EHAAF EFHE  Longitudinal section of Taesansa
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ZE0A HI2f £ AR The shrine seen from the lecture hall
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Donam Seowon selects ritual participants by council meeting

SeAEZ Full view of Sungnyesa

SHAL e Sungnyesa shrine
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The shrine is the core structure in the ritual area. At the upper front center of Donam Seowon’s shrine hangs a plaque inscribed with the

name, “Sungnyesa.” The shrine was originally built elsewhere in 1633 but was moved to the current site in 1881 when the seowon was

relocated.
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AP EBHE  Cross section of Sungnyesa
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SHALOIA B2 XZ  Front landscape seen from Sungnyesa

SHAFEHE  Longitudinal section of Sungnyesa
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Seowon’s facilities and other monuments such as the caretakers’ wing
(gojiksa), jeonsacheong (where sacrificial offerings are prepared) and the
ritual utensil storage room (jegigo), all support the seowon’s ritual and study

functions.

The caretaker (or caretakers) resides in the gojiksa, and maintains and
manages the seowon. On a daily basis, caretakers prepare meals for the

students and staff and during memorial rites prepare sacrificial offerings.

The jeonsacheong and jegigo are buildings associated with the ritual area. In
the jeonsacheong sacrificial offerings are prepared during memorial rites, and
the jegigo stores the ritual utensils required for memorial rites.

Other facilities in a seowon are: saengdan, gwansewi, mangnyewi and stone
lanterns. The saengdan is an altar on which a sacrificial animal is placed and
inspected. The location of the saengdan varies for each seowon.

A gwansewi is a stand (usually a stone pillar) on which a washbasin is placed
so that ritual officiants can wash their hands during memorial rites. Officiants
start from the front yard of the shrine, climb the eastern stairs, and wash their

hands at the gwansewi before entering the shrine to offer memorial rites.

A mangnyewi is a facility associated with the ritual area. When the memorial
rite is finished, the eulogist carries the eulogy plaque and the sacrificial goods
down the shrine’s western stairs and walks to the mangnyewi located west
of the shrine. There he burns the eulogy and the sacrificial goods and buries
them.

Stone lanterns (seokdeung) are stone structures on which pine torches were
placed. As they are usually established in the front yard of the shrine and the
lecture hall, they are also called jeongnyodae, literally “burning stand in the

courtyard.”
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XA Caretakers’ wing

Namgye Seowon

[HZ] Facilities

2 |

3 @EI_IJ—!' #&#=B Printing-blocks repository \/
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B™H|ZE grr Monument pavilion \
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2RI Mangnyowi for eulogy burning and burial
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6 '?:M'”?‘l B%AI Gwansewi, wash basin stand
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T g Saengdan
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Mangnyowi for eulogy burning and burial
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XA Caretakers’ wing HAPE  Jeonsacheong
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HMEL Torch stand MIAICH ZEXFHER] QIL}RL}E| Single-log bridge

The rock inscribed with letters at Sesimdae
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MIAE|AL Upper caretakers’ wing S EIAL

MZ12 Jegigo, ritual utensil storehouse

Lower caretakers’ wing
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XML Caretakers’ wing SHEEAL  Hanjangsa for ritual utensil storage

ZHIZY  printing blocks repository AEZE Scripture repository
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Seowon were advanced educational institutions established by the Confucian
literati, known as sarim. Sarim arose to be the mainstream power in the Joseon
era as Neo-Confucianism became firmly established in Joseon society as the
state governing ideology. The literati used seowon as regional hubs of their

activities.

Unlike state-established county schools (hyanggyo), seowon were established
on tranquil sites of superb natural beauty, far away from crowded towns.
Founders of seowon wished to cultivate learning and produce scholars by
establishing seowon on sites where there were valleys with running water and

mountains to enjoy the beauty of nature.

Seowon aimed for a well-rounded education as their ultimate purpose was
to cultivate leaders steeped in Neo-Confucian values. To commemorate
exemplary teachers and reflect on and cherish their scholastic virtues (ritual
function), to explore the principles of the world, to read and discuss scriptures
and cultivate students (study function), and to understand the unity of Heaven
and Man while appreciating the nature unfolding in front of the seowon

(relaxation function), were all designed to provide a well-rounded education.

Seowon is generally divided into three levels, both in status and height. At the
innermost and rearmost area is the ritual area. The study area is in front of it,
and at the foremost is the relaxation area. The relaxation area was placed at
the forefront of the Seowon so that students had easy access to nature at all
times. The two areas for relaxation and study are placed in front of the ritual
area to preserve a lively and dynamic atmosphere created by the frequent
coming and going of students. The ritual area is placed in the hindmost
location of the entire complex to preserve a dignified and tranquil atmosphere

by limiting student access.

Nine Korean seowon, which are now nominated to be inscribed on the World
Heritage List, have the following cultural heritage values in terms of history, art

and science.

1) Korean seowon, as a cultural heritage, provide important evidence of
different Neo—-Confucianism schools interacting and influencing each other in

East Asia.
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Seowon performed the critical function of enabling Neo-Confucianism to
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[ Appendix ] The Cultural Heritage Value of Korean Seowon

building arrangement, landscape, design and front view.

Korean seowon preserve the three basic areas of a seowon (the relaxation,
study and ritual areas) just as they used to be during the Joseon era. Those
who established seowon adapted the seowon layout to the natural terrain so
that the architecture and the surrounding landscape could be integrated in
one. The result was placing the ritual area in the rearmost and highest area,
the study area in front of it, and at the foremost and lowest area, the relaxation
area. This spatial organization and building arrangement bring the architecture
and the surrounding landscape into unity. The reason these seowon are
authentic is that they belong to the 47 seowon that were not abolished by

Regent Heungseon Daewongun in 1871.

8) Korean seowon are outstanding heritage that embody the values and
activities of East Asian Confucianism. The high level of integrity and
authenticity maintained by these nine Korean seowon magnify their

outstanding values as a heritage.

Seowon were educational institutions established by the Confucian literati
and became bases of operation for their diverse social and political activities.
These nine Korean seowon were excluded from the abolishment list ordered
by Regent Heungseon Daewongun, and not damaged during the Japanese
occupation and the Korean War. They have maintained their integrity and
authenticity by having been designated as historic sites by the Korean
government, and thereby were spared from the onslaught of development in
the modern era. The outstanding values of Korean seowon have been greatly
enhanced by their becoming hubs of activity that embody the values of Neo-
Confucianism and by preserving their integrity and authenticity into the

modern age.
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