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2pAY, T ALY BAl - Sosu-seowon first example of private Neo-Confucian academy in Korea

HAMYE, AL iR 7Y - Namgye-seowon first example established solely by efforts of local literati

SAA A, A 280 @A - Oksan-seowon example of well-designed education and good management of books
AN, EAS T @ - Dosan-seowon example of scholastic hub of Neo-Confucian genealogy

IAAY, A% X MF - Piram-seowon example of well-managed records of economic activities

2% wix¢] & - Dodong-seowon example of school regulations on Neo-Confucianism in detail
WA Y, A AT ALY GdE - Byeongsan-seowon example of political and social activity hub of local literati

FAAY, KA ALBH ATRE - Museong-seowon example of education targeted at edifying local villagers

EUAY, Agt A7 FAHA - Donam-seowon example of profound development into a branch of Neo-Confucianism

SEOWON,

Korean Neo-Confucian Academies



'The nine seowon are private Neo-Confucian academies during the Joseon Dynasty (1392-1910)

that were established from the mid-16th to mid-17th century on the back of Neo-Confucian local literati.

All nine seowon are an exceptional example of how each architectural type had been solidified into

establishing typical forms of building. They have continued to express time-honored attributes until today,
offering traditional practices of regular veneration and educational activities, extending values of
Neo-Confucianism into today’s modern world. As being a unique kind of Neo-Confucian institutes in East Asia,

the nine seowon have become completely localized to convey strong vocabularies of Korean tradition.
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Seowon’s Passing of a Year
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Main Practices at Seowon
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Learning, Veneration and Interation
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Learning, veneration and
interaction are essential practices
executed at seowon. In nature,
while seowon have long served
what Confucian academies
conventionally aimed for—
learning and veneration, seowon
were particular about how

they venerated distinguished
figures from the contemporary
era, rather than from distant
sages. Seowon functioned as a
political and cultural hub, which
highlighted the importance

of gatherings of scholars and
forming public opinions in local
areas. In addition, forms of
architectures had crystallized

in imperatively helping these

practices to be executed.
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Learning

As being one of the private Neo-Confucian academies, seowon had mainly focused on cultivating
new scholars. The curricula were offered through individual classes and group works; individual
lessons were provided in the form of reading Neo-Confucian textbooks, while group activities
promoted discussions on various topics. Seowon developed different kinds of educational regulation,

depending on conditions at each academy. While Sosu-seowon first defined basic rules for Neo-

Confucian education, subsequent academies established their own ways of regulating school practices.
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Veneration

Veneration for the late enshrined scholars at the shrine has been sustained at seowon.

Unlike other Neo-Confucian academies in Korea, including the Seonggyungwan national
academy and hyanggyo local school, seowon did not conduct veneration towards Confucius.

This unique characteristic of scowon distinguishes them from other domestic Confucian
institutes. Through the process of establishing and passing down their own academic genealogies,
Neo-Confucian scholars became naturally interested in honoring domestic scholars.

Replacing the more traditional venerated figures with local scholars provides tangible evidence
of the Koreanization of seowon culture and its original development. Another unique

feature of seowon in Korea is that they refused to include popular beliefs, nature-oriented

veneration or vernacular religions
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Sosu-seowon

95



Sosu-seowon

2449

Sosu-seowon

2449

97

96



98

" -
L
L
)
[
i
i
I
1
L)
1
i
n
e

Sosu-seowon

Donam-seowon

99



=A€Y Dosan seowon




IorA ¥ Piram-seowon

=%A9¥ Dodong-seowon

FA A Y Namgye-seowon

102
103



o
A S

Interaction

The nine seowon served as an intellectual center for sarim stayed in the rural area.

Either on a provincial or scholastic level, the nine seowon became a major institute promoting
social activities while forging collective opinions. During the early period of seowon
establishment movement in the 16th to 17th century, the nine seowon sparked novel
Neo-Confucian theories and led the formation of opinion in the surrounding community.

Each seowon served as a local hub dispersed within the various provinces to deliver local political
opinions to the central government, promoting communication between the capital and rural

area. Such social roles at seowon had continued to exist until the 19th century.
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About Seowon



'The nine seowon bear exceptional The nine seowon are an

examples of architectural outstanding testimony to the

: prototypes of Korean Neo- prevalence of Neo-Confucianism

Confucian academies. The efforts in educational and social

A & A

@ = o

. practices in the Joseon Dynasty.
Overview g A2 n5E 722 44

Established from the mid-16th
to mid-17th century, the nine

at typifying architectural layout
had rapidly progressed during the

early stage of seowon establishment
movement and became reference

to subsequent academies. The

nine seowon are conducive to the
practices of learning, veneration
and interaction with buildings of
lecture halls, shrines and pavilions,
respectively. Architectural

hierarchy is displayed by the use of

seowon exhibit a unique tradition
of history and intangible values
of Neo-Confucianism serving as
an underlying base of education.
'The local literati at the academy
created educational systems

and architectures conducive to

tully commit to Neo-Confucian

natural topography and landscape, learning. Furthermore, the

stylobates, wall fences and gates. property offered a venue for
various social and political
activities, which contributed to
disseminating the principles of
Neo-Confucianism throughout

the nation.
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Nine seowon, nine stories
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Sosu-seowon first example of private Neo-Confucian academy in Korea
Namgye-seowon first example established solely by efforts of local literati
Oksan-seowon example of well-designed education and good management of books
Dosan-seowon example of scholastic hub of Neo-Confucian genealogy
Piram-seowon example of well-managed records of economic activities
Dodong-seowon example of school regulations on Neo-Confucianism in detail
Byeongsan-seowon example of political and social activity hub of local literati
Museong-seowon example of education targeted at edifying local villagers

Donam-seowon example of profound development into a branch of Neo-Confucianism
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2N 2|20 AHo|th 15434 7124

A E(EE, 1495~1554)0] H2E §3+S
Fh=ol] QAR QFRH (e, 1243~1306)&
AFshz AT 2t B2 A A ERER) &
A dlA A=

Sosu-seowon was established in 1543,
commemorating An Hyang (1243-1306)

who introduced Confucianism from China
to Korea.

Located at

2740 Sobaek-ro, Sunheung-myeon,
Yeongju, Gyeongsangbuk-do Province
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U0MO09s-2AFwre N

15529 AoZHE@xE, 1450~1504)2]
sHES- 7]12)7] $J8) A= Sict

Namgye-seowon was built in 1552,
paying respect to the virtuous life and
academic achievement of Jeong Yeo-
chang (1450-1504).

Fa
A= FEFE £ AL 8-11
Located at

8-11 Namgyesecowon-gil, Sudong-myeon,
Hamyang-gun, Gyeongsangnam-do Province

do xo do

TOMO3S-UBSH()

15724 o] A& (ZE, 1491~1553)9]
ahel2 7]2)7] Sla) AU =T,

Oksan-seowon was erected in 1572
after Lee Eon-jeok (1491-1553)’s death
in honor of his life and work.

E

I

BEAEE BAFA A5 SAAAD 216-27

Located at

216-27 Oksanseowon-gil, Angang-eup,
Gyeongju, Gyeongsangnam-do Province
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15744 3K, 1501~1570)9]
selg 71217 9j8) A=A,
Dosan-seowon was established in
1574, commemorating the exemplary

and scholastic legacy of Yi Hwang
(1501-1570).

&
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AAEE EA BAW SAAUY 154

Located at

154 Dosanseowon-gil, Dosan-myeon, Andong,

Gyeongsangbuk-do Province

AR T AR}

Mo 2 oft |

UOMOIS-WEITJ
U0MO095-3UOPO(]

1590 ZAS(SIHE, 1510~1560)2]
stel S 7]2)7] $fal A= it

16059 73 F (475, 1454~1504)2]
sHES 719)7] $18l A= At

Piram-seowon was built in 1590, Dodong-seowon was erected in 1605,
observing the honorable and righteous

life of Kim In-hu (1510-1560).

commemorating the virtuous and academic

life of Kim Goeng-pil (1454-1504).
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FEH IAAAR 184 A G FAH FAAZ 726

184 Piramseowon-ro, Hwangryong-myeon, 726 Gujiseo—ro, Guji—myeon, Dalseong—gun,

Jangseong-gun, Jeollanam-do Province Daegu Metropolitan City Province
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UOMOIS-ULSZU0ILG

16139 A E Wik, 1542~1607)2]
sHES 719)7] $18f A= At

Byeongsan-seowon was erected in 1613,
honoring the righteous deed of Ryu Seong-
ryong (1542-1607).

e

N

BAAET AFA FHH P4 386

Located at
386 Byeongsan-gil, Pungcheon-myeon,
Andong, Gyeongsangbuk-do Province

do > ox

UOAAOQS—%UOQSHW

16154 2 x| (s, 857~7)2
stel & 7)2)7] $Jal A= ATt

Museong-seowon was established in 1615,
recognizing the academic achievement and

honorable life of Choi Chi-won (857-?).

)

N

AgET F3A FEH 9214 44-12

Located at

44-12 Wonchon 1-gil, Chilbo-myeon,
Jeongeup, Jeollabuk-do Province

de 2w i

UOMO3S-WeUO(J

16343 AR (SEA, 1548~1631)<]
g8 7|2)7] Y8l A" = i

Donam-seowon was established in 1634,
commemorating the virtuous life and
academic achievement of Kim Jang-saeng

(1548-1631).

‘-IN
P

FAGE =AA] AAE A3 26-14

Located at

26-14 Im 3-gil, Yeonsan-myeon, Nonsan,

Chungcheongnam-do Province
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Seowon in Old Portraits
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A EAALE

Seowon in Old Portraits

EAPATE o]o] 15579 574 HE o] A §E2) g 730,
1558\ & HIL F& 317] Al2kste] 15608 Yot Aol
It is a portrait of Dosan-seodang, where Yi Hwang had dedicated

himself to understanding and advancing Neo-Confucian philosophy
and taught his students. It is known to be what became an origin of

today’s Dosan-seowon.
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2. HAAMHY(#IRER) Namgye-seowon

HAGER) S AA@ERD) 0] F NS RO R oA ok wAE A

Qe 2L A olgo 2 ‘ol WAL F3 Btel, ARE ofjshe
??:]l 3| St Astitat oA Eo] FEeE gl Ado] AAs = TS
R
. B As the second chartered Neo-Confucian academy to be established in Korea,
O] O]: 7] 1-1. 253N AFEIEERR) Sosu-seowon R e Namgye-seowon received the name plaque, which is unique in consisting the

PN ¢

RSl T

two boards; one reading “Namgye,” the name of the stream flowing in front
1550 O (ZiR, 1501~1570)0] 23] 41 HZ0f Al A o] H g of w2
Abl 0 2 B({FE) = oln] FUA WY BHES thA] oA Aleehs Folth
Signboard A B0 oL@l

of the academy and the other reading “seowon.” The significance of the word

The story of

“Namgye” is that it symbolizes overflowing water, or abundance, which normally
interpreted as auspicious site.

N

King Myeongjong (r. 1545-1567) bestowed a name board inscribed with
his own calligraphic rendering of the academy’s name “sosu-seowon”, which
means to revive Confucian learning that had fallen into severe decline.
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1-2. 25 A A(#EEERE) Sosu-seowon 3-1. SAAYL(E1IL#EBE) Oksan-seowon 3-2. AN Y (EILFPBE) Oksan-seowon
W2 F(HEM) Baegundong A% 1(15749) Name plagye 1 A% 2(18399) Name plagye 2
25418 740] 2R AR, WL FHER'S 15428 AR (AR, SAR.e Kelo] 9IAIg A2 Abe] Aol e, 250] SHYZ 240 o] 183960] TiA] WS Apo 2, 2L 143
1495-1554)0] F= FAte] iS5 (HER) M ¥S 2w Be-g Aol FEH|A 157413 AHH ARO 2 M= AL FA] oA (g, 1539~ (&IEH, 1786-1856)7F Art. @/ H5o] “157419 AfdS W2 - 266d°]
FrefstATt. @l 161049 =l MZiTth= 7150 AT, 1609)7Fplom, dA A2 Ao AL 27t Ao, At 18390 =o]  ThA| KA At "Ehe Fo] MAA AT,
Inscribed with “Baegundong” (White Cloud Grotto), the name plaque hangs on The name “Oksan” is originated from Mt. Jaoksan in which After the academy was burnt down in 1839, the name plaque was
the lecture hall. As being Sosu-seowon’s original name, “Baegundong” was the academy is located. It was granted by the king in 1574. re-bestowed by the king in the same year.
taken after the name of Zhu Xi’s Chinese Confucian academy, “Bailudong” ‘The current one is a replica of the original.

(White Deer Grotto).
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4-2.

EAA A (BELERE) Oksan-seowon

15759 Abl dxko & o]$HZ=, 1501-1570)0] Aol =& 728t
EATARE o] 52 ofof T2 Aok, SM = A= il sl g HEA
SH (8, 1543~1605)7F ATk,

'The name plaque was taken from “Dosan-seodang,” a school as well as
study where Yi Hwang delved into the research of Neo-Confucianism and
taught his pupils. It was granted by the state in 1575.

Z=AA (B 1L &EPE) Oksan-seowon
=AY BEilE

EARe] Aoz ojgo] 614] ] EALAE-S BASE A4 IHE Ak,
AFAE AR T osm, W F 2Rl A B 4 Qi Thal[m A1
7hu1gt o] ol BT,

'The name plaque’s calligraphy was rendered by Yi Hwang when he was 61.

6-1.

E5AYGERERE) Oksan-seowon

dA® 1 (1607) Name plagye 1

‘TEGER) S AJEEte] 7t E& o & ghrii Tol},

A BRoE IN= 7‘”"1(%%9@ 1454-1504)2] 8H20]
Fut ©5ko] ZE(iE)olet s oulS g1 gl o, Hiths
(FEkiE, 1563—-1632)7} Tt

5.

'The plaque “Dodong” implies that “the learning of the Way”

has come to the east. It was granted by the king in 1607.
It suggests that Kim Goeng-pil is the mastermind of the
Eastern “learning of the Way.”

LA A A(EHERE) Oksan-seowon
16629 At @gto 2 8ReFo] TS 3t Zlo] EAolt}, ‘W (&)

NS (LI, 1510—1560)2] 13 oRSQHof| 9l & ke uhg) o] S0l 4
l Aoy}, @ IX = 8GRI, 1683—1768)7F Rk,
The name plaque was bestowed by the king in 1662 when the academy

received its official royal charter. It is characteristically decorated with a
dragon pattern, a traditional multi-colored paintwork.

6-2. =5 AHCGEREPE) Oksan-seowon
A% 2 (174171 2) Name plagye 2

ALl Fuho & o|sH(E, 1501~1570)2] ZX S A 5t

w2iet R,

It was composed by the Chinese characters in
Yi Hwang’s writings.
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BALA (B ILEPRE) Byeongsan-seowon

o
i

g E2 2ol

18639 ALY Fgho 2 WAL A9 9Fo] Ato] |
HAA Qt=dlA sk

It was bestowed by the king in 1863. “Byeongsan” is the name of
the mountain in front of the academy, which resembles a wide

tolding screen.

FAA (R EE) Museong-seowon

A RS ELA o] IR oA o Bol7]E shel, TR
AR A (97 ok 0 2 TARE B AT E 28 o] Zolt},

“Museong” was the old name of the area as well as the name of
township, which Ziyou, a disciple of Confucius, ruled with rites

and music.

=4 A A #ERE) Donam-seowon

AA L= oo}, At A IR = SABERIFZ, 1607-1689)0] ATt

'The name plaque’s calligraphy was rendered by Song Si-yeol who

was the student of Kim Jang-saeng, the main venerated figure of

the academy.
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